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The August Assembly gathered at South Park Community Presbyterian Church in 
Fairplay, Colorado.  The Presbytery of Denver offers thanks and appreciation to the host 
congregation for hosting the Assembly and preparing the wonderful meals and fellowship 
hour.   
 
Rev. Kenny Shaw led the Assembly in worship in the South Park Community 
Presbyterian Church sanctuary.  He was assisted by RE Gerrits Kasper and RE 
Margaret Smith. Commissioned Ruling Elder, Jorge Barbaran, Iglesia Presbiteriana de 
Valverde, delivered the Word based on Romans 12:10-18, in a sermon “Together in 
Harmony”. The sermon was delivered in Spanish and translated by his wife, Juli Barbaran.  
Worship concluded with a time of honor prepared by Rev. Clarke Vestal for the late Rev. 
Dr. Stanley Jewell, immediate past moderator of the Presbytery.  
 
RE John Boettiger, Treasurer, reported on the financial health of the Presbytery.  The 
financial statements were included in the packet emailed to commissioners prior to the 
meeting and posted on the website. John went through the packet and reminded the 
assembly that if anyone has questions, he may be contacted at treasurer@denpres.org.   
 
Gretchen Hope Wilson, Moderator of Partnership of Zimbabwe & Denver Presbyteries,   
 reported along with Starr Hildebrand, Chair of Hosting, and Rob Habiger, Chair of the 
Central Fund.  Starr reported that the bios of the delegates coming in October from 
Zimbabwe may be found in the assembly materials. Rob presented a slide show 
presentation on the delegate visit from Denver to Zimbabwe.  Rob highlighted the focus of 
the visit was the Central Fund and noted that the delegates visited each of the 
congregations involved in Zimbabwe’s pilot program to support stipends for ministers.  The 
delegation also had the opportunity to be ecumenical guests at The Uniting Presbyterian 
Church in Southern Africa (UPCSA) Executive Commission 2017, during its three-day 
assembly, including commissioners from South Africa, Zimbabwe, and Zambia.  One of the 
highlights for the delegation was attending and participating in the internment of ashes of 
the late Rev. Dr. Stanley Jewell, who served at the Highfield Church (UPCSA) in Harare, 
Zimbabwe as a short-term leave partner.  
 
The report ended with a commissioning prayer and sending of Rev. Tom Sheffield as 
he travels to Zimbabwe in his official capacity for the last time as Presbytery Pastor. 
    
Committee on Ministry, Moderator Bill Sanders moved on behalf of the Committee on 
Ministry that Olivia Hudson Smith be ordained as a Minister of the Word and Sacrament 
in validation of her call to the larger church as Stated Clerk of the Presbytery of Denver.  
The assembly approved the action.   
 
Steve Blackstock, Moderator of Committee on Preparation for Ministry moved that the 
Presbytery of Denver ordain Mark Hutton, a candidate under care, as a Minister of the 
Word and Sacrament with the concurrence of Heartland Presbytery upon successful 
examination before this Assembly in response to a call from Westminster Presbyterian 
Church in Ottawa, Kansas in Heartland Presbytery.  The action was approved. 
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Highlands Camp Joint Committee               
Tom Sheffield brought the report on behalf of Maria Shupe, Executive Director, who is 
recovering from surgery and is doing well.  The report was presented via video. Highlands 
is paying down its debt and should be able to pay it off by the 75th Anniversary.  The 
camping year was successful as they had more youth attending than in past years.   
 
 Presbytery Council workgroups presented several reports:  
 
The Finance and Property workgroup brought four motions before the assembly.  All 
motions were approved.  Keith Moore, Moderator, explained the workgroups rationale for 
this recommendation to the Assembly regarding a per capita increase in 2018 of .35¢ for 
the Presbytery’s portion. During 2016, the Presbytery’s membership was reduced by 
over 900 members as two of our larger churches purged their membership rolls.  The 
reduction of per capita resulting from this reduction in membership would require an 
increase of per capita of $1.79 to recoup the total loss.  Rather than assess 
congregations the full loss, the Presbytery will absorb a portion of the loss.  
 
Keith moved the Assembly approve a recommendation, approved by Council, at the 
request of Green Mountain Presbyterian Church, for Presbytery to approve and 
guarantee a PILP loan to resurface the parking lot. Green Mountain has received grants 
for more than half of the costs and is seeking a PILP loan for $288,198. 
 
Council recommended to the Presbytery that it Approve:  

a) South Park Community Church be approved to purchase a home located at 
520 Hathaway Street, Fairplay, CO, to be used as a manse;  

b) that the Presbytery provide a no interest loan for the difference between 
the cost of the manse, and a loan that they obtain from either a 
commercial lender or PILP within its annual funding capability of 
approximately $10,000 each year less escrow and related costs;  

c) that the Presbytery forgive all but $50,000 of the loan amount after 5 years;  
d) that if needed, the Presbytery guarantee the loan that South Park Community 

Church obtains through PILP or other lending sources.  
 
The workgroup received a request from First Presbyterian Church, Brighton, to enter 
into an oil and gas lease on part of the property that is not the chapel. Finance and 
Property moved the approval of Presbytery to empower Council, and commission the 
Finance and Property workgroup the responsibility of reviewing the lease, and if 
appropriate, voting to approve said lease agreement. 
 
Relations and Communications Moderator, Jean Demmler, moved on behalf of Council, 
the recommendation that in 2018 the Presbytery continues to recommend to congregations 
the mission giving allocation remain at 70% to Presbytery and 30% to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency as it was in 2017. The action was approved. 
 
Personnel Moderator, Bruce Spear brought the report. The Council has adopted a three-
phase approach to the transition period following Tom’s retirement: 
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1. The Search, Nomination and Call of an Interim Presbytery Pastor. 
2. A time of Assessment and Affirmation of Our Context, Identity, and Leadership 

Model as we Reflect on our Past and Prepare for our Future. 
3. The Search, Nomination and Call of a new installed Presbytery Leader. 

The Interim Presbytery Pastor Search Committee has developed a Ministry Information 
Form (MIF) for the Interim Presbytery Pastor Position, which Council will consider for 
approval on August 23, 2017 at a Special Council Meeting. The hope is to have the MIF 
for this position posted on the Church Leadership Connection of the PC (U.S.A.) by the 
end of next week. The cut off for receiving applications for the position will be 
October 18, 2017. 
 
Council has identified and the Search Committee has adopted the following seven main 
responsibilities of the Interim Presbytery Pastor, which are: 

a. Supervise and coordinate administrative and programmatic staff of the 
presbytery to create a sense of team, community and excellence in ministry. 

b. Provide pastoral care of presbytery ministers and serve as contact for 
congregations with questions, conflicts, and difficulties. 

c. Moderate Council and facilitate/coordinate work groups. 
d. Actively participate in the work of the “Assessment and Affirmation of Our 

Context, Identity, and Leadership Model Committee” which will be formed to 
reflect on our past and prepare for our future. 

e. Work with Amy Mendez to increase the Racial and Ethnic Diversity of the Denver 
Presbytery. 

f. Work as a leader in our relationship with the Presbytery of Zimbabwe. 
g. Work with staff on the executing the relocation of the Presbytery Center. 

Council has passed a solemn resolution that Friday, October 27, is Party Time! You are 
all invited to celebrate Tom’s life of ministry in Jesus’ name and to wish Tom and Kathy 
the very best in their retirement years. If you cannot be present that evening, Tom will be 
honored in a more formal way at the October 24, 2017, Presbytery Assembly at 
Central Presbyterian Church. 

 
Tom Sheffield brought the report for the Leadership workgroup. The Fall Leadership 
event will be November 10-11, at Highlands Presbyterian Camp &Retreat Center and 
will feature, Ray Jones, Associate Director of Evangelism for Presbyterian Mission 
Agency.  Registration is now open on the Highlands Camp website.   
 
Racial Ethnic Diversity, co-moderator John Yu discussed the plan for next month’s visit 
from the Rev. Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, Stated Clerk of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 
Rev. Dr. Nelson will be with the Presbytery on September 17 and 18, 2017. A flyer was 
distributed in the assembly packet.  Information is also available on the website.  All 
congregations and members are invited and encouraged to participate. Congregation’s 
choirs and music ensembles are asked to participate in the Sunday afternoon Celebration 
of Who We are and Where We are as the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). The Musical 
Festival will follow Dr. Nelson’s keynote address. Contact Rev. Joe Mares at 
303.513.3680 for more details on the Music Festival.  A Koinonia Potluck dinner will 
follow.  Please Register on-line and bring your favorite dish to share.   

http://www.highlandscamp.org/Adult/denverpresbytery.html
https://denpres.org/events/2017/9/17/save-the-date-the-reverend-dr-j-herbert-nelson-coming-to-denpres

