
 Stated Clerk Report to Assembly 
January 24, 2017 – Stated Assembly Meeting 

Capitol Heights Presbyterian Church 
 

 
 

 
For Information: 

1) The Stated Clerk receives a written statement of alleged offense. The Presbytery 
Moderator appoints the Investigating Committee. 

2) The Stated Clerk receives a letter from Stated Clerk of the General Assembly, J. 
Herbert Nelson which says in part: 

As a denomination we have lamented too long over our collective self-
perception of a dying Church. We are alive! We are reforming as a 
denomination! Our measurement of life ought not be defined or bridled by 
our struggles. God through Jesus Christ calls to an awareness of what the 
Spirit has to offer in these times. The fruit of the Spirit is within us and is 
guiding us to new opportunities in faith. Today, I am call upon you to 
challenge both the people of faith and your Presbytery to give out of your 
abundance in full measure and/or beyond towards your per capita giving. 
God gave Jesus Christ as a living witness. The Holy Spirit abides with us 
today as a reminder that through divine goodness, love and faith we can 
do abundantly more than we envision. It is within us all to remember that 
this is not “head tax”, but a witness to the collective love of God’s people 
for the wondrous acts of God in our lives.  

 
For Presbytery Vote:  

3) The Council of the Presbytery of Denver requests that an Administrative 
Commission be formed, of no fewer than five members, to consider and 
conclude matters of the First Presbyterian Church, Lakewood (G-3.0109b(5)).  If 
needed, members may be replaced by vote of the Council, or the Presbytery 
upon the request of the commission. The commission will choose its own 
moderator and clerk, and may replace these upon vote of the commission. The 
Presbytery Moderator will appoint the members of the commission. 

  The Commission will: 
I. inquire of and work with the session to develop a plan for the disposition of the 

building and its contents; 
II. work with the session in discerning the membership needs of the congregation; 

III. be authorized to assume original jurisdiction if it is determined that the session, 
after thorough investigation, is unable or unwilling to manage wisely the affairs of 
the church particularly in regards to G-3.0201c, nurture of the covenant 
community of disciples of Christ; 

IV. be granted the authority to dissolve the pastoral relationship; 
V. be granted authority to inventory and receive all Session Records, retain records 

to conclude the business of the church, and deposit with the stated clerk of the 
presbytery who will forward them to the Presbyterian Historical Society; 

VI. be granted authority to grant letters of dismissal to members whose names are 
still on the roll; members not dismissed to other churches will remain on a roll at 
the presbytery for two years after dissolution; 

VII. will take possession of all real and personal property, financial records, 
inventories of equipment, and arrange for transfer of title to the presbytery of all 
accounts and real property known to be in the possession of First Presbyterian 



 
 
 
 
 

Church, Lakewood; under the constitution of the Presbyterian Church (USA) G-
4.0203 all property held by or for a congregation, whether legal title is lodged in a 
corporation, a trustee or trustees, or an unincorporated association, and whether 
the property is used in programs of a congregation or of a higher council or 
retained for the production of income, is held in trust nevertheless for the use and 
benefit of the Presbyterian Church (USA);  

VIII. follow the attached Church Closing or Dissolution Task List. 
 

Both the rationale for the formation of the Administrative Commission and the Church 
Closing or Dissolution Task List are included in the Assembly Documents. 
 

4) That the Assembly vote in the affirmative on Proposed Amendments to the 
Constitution A, B, E, and F. 

 
 


