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The March Assembly met at St. Paul Presbyterian Church, Aurora, CO.  The Presbytery 
offers thanks to the host congregation for a wonderful meal and fellowship hour.  Prior to 
the opening of the Assembly, TE Justin Spurlock facilitated a pre-assembly theological 
conversation on the proposed amendment to the revised Directory for Worship.    
 
St. Paul led the assembly in worship and celebration of the Sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper.  TE Joel Adams offered the Word based on Luke 10:1-12, in a sermon 
demonstrating radical hospitality, “A Story of Leaving and Living Amongst” and sharing 
reflections and experience from the new worshiping community Joel serves in Northwest 
Denver. 
 
Olivia L. Hudson Smith was installed as Stated Clerk. 
 
The Presbytery Nominating Committee nominated and the Presbytery Elected the 
following to serve on the Committee for Ministry:  TE Andy Hamer (2019) and RE Charla 
Musgrave (2018).   
 
Following examination by the Presbytery the Assembly approved moving Denise 
Shannon to Candidate for Minister of the Word and Sacrament upon the 
recommendation of the Committee on Preparation for Ministry.   
 
The assembly voted in favor of Proposed Amendments to the Constitution, 16-G and 
16-H. The proposed amendment 16-G would strike the requirement that the invitation to 
the Lord’s Supper is limited to those persons who have been baptized.  The invitation 
would extend participation to all who “seek the presence of Jesus Christ”.  Proposed 
Amendment 16-H: The 217th General Assembly (2006) directed the Office of Theology 
and Worship and the Office of the General Assembly to draft a revised version of the 
Directory for Worship that would be “authentically Reformed,” “culturally appropriate,” 
“more accessible and helpful,” and “shorter and better organized.” This action was 
influenced in part by a 2005 Presbyterian Panel study on the Directory for Worship. The 
revision is part of a larger process to revise the PC (USA) Book of Order, the same 
initiative that brought us a new Form of Government in 2011. The proposed revision seeks 
to emphasize the strengths of our Reformed tradition: giving glory to God, focusing on 
Jesus Christ, highlighting the work of the Spirit, insisting on the centrality of Scripture, 
strengthening the unity of Word and Sacrament, developing leadership through ordered 
ministries, and lifting up the classic themes of grace and gratitude. It was rewritten with 
diverse contexts, communities, and worship styles in mind, and introduces a distinct 
section on worship and culture. It seeks to be a resource for teaching, facilitating the 
instruction of new members, deacons, ruling elders, and seminary students preparing for 
ordination. In addition, it is significantly shorter—down from approximately 27,000 words to 
17,000.  
 
Racial Ethnic Diversity, Co-moderator John Yu reported that a Privilege Potluck would be 
held at True Light Community Church on March 30, 2017, facilitated by Adrian Miller, 
Director, Colorado Council of Churches as a follow-up event to the book discussions on 
Waking up White.  The workgroup working in conjunction with the Leadership workgroup 
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will host a Presbytery-wide two day event with GA Stated Clerk, Rev. Dr. J. Herbert 
Nelson on September 17-18, 2017.  Save the date. 
 
Mental Health Initiative:  Soul Shop focuses on ministering to suicidal desperation. Loye 
Troxler announced a workshop on April 27, 2017.  Check the Presbytery website for 
registration and details – denpres.org.  
 
This year’s Leadership retreat at Highlands Camp is November 10 – 11. The featured 
keynote speaker is Ray Jones, Associate Director of Evangelism for Presbytery Mission 
Agency.  The theme is Opening Doors and Crossing the Threshold: Coming in to Go Out.  
Registration is open, www.highlandscamp.org or call 303.747.2888.  
 
Partnership of Zimbabwe and Denver Presbyteries Committee 
Rob Habiger discussed the objective of sustainable support for Zimbabwe pastors and the 
development of the Central Fund seeded by a generous donation of $20,000 from a 
member of the Denver Presbytery.  Financial support for the Central Fund will come from 
three sources, Congregations within the Zimbabwe Presbytery, the Central Fund, and 
projects from the land owned by the Presbytery of Zimbabwe.  Paul Neshangwe is 
moderating the Central Fund initiative.  His visa application has been approved and he will 
travel to Denver in May to meet with the PZDP and attend the May assembly.  Lydia 
Neshangwe was elected Stated Clerk of the Presbytery of Zimbabwe.   
 
Mission and Ministry, moderator RE Greg Garner reported on opening the doors to 
support mission partnerships.  June will be mission month in the Presbytery. This will 
provide congregation’s with opportunity to learn what mission dollars do in the Presbytery.  
Mission partnership grants in 2017 totaled $98,500, which is less than in 2016.   
 
Jon Sutterlin reported that the Administrative Commission for First Presbyterian, 
Lakewood is proceeding with preparation for dissolution.  The congregation has 
determined that Easter Sunday will be the last worship together.  They will celebrate 
First Lakewood and Rev. Christine Beitzel’s ministry on April 23, 2017, at noon in the 
fellowship hall.   
 
 
 
 
 

https://denpres.org/events/2017/2/10/soul-shop
http://www.highlandscamp.org/

