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The May Assembly gathered at New Hope Presbyterian Church, Castle Rock, CO.  The 
Presbytery of Denver offers thanks and appreciation to the host congregation for hosting 
the Assembly and preparing the wonderful meal and fellowship hour.  Prior to the opening 
of the Assembly, two well-attended Pre-Assembly events occurred.  The first event was an 
overview of the Committee on Ministry (COM) proposed policy, the Presbytery of Denver 
Minor/Vulnerable Adult Protection and Sexual Misconduct Prevention Policy facilitated by 
RE Dean Pickett who led the team that drafted the policy.  During the Assembly, COM 
offered the proposed policy on first reading.  The second event focused on Teaching Elder 
Sabbatical Planning facilitated by the Rev. Thomas Sheffield. 
 
On his return to Denver Presbytery, The Rev. Paul Neshangwe was welcomed by the 
Presbytery of Zimbabwe & Presbytery of Denver (PZDP) Moderator, Rev. Gretchen Hope 
Wilson.  Rev. Neshangwe was in Denver to work with the Presbytery on the progress of the 
Central Fund that the Presbyteries are developing and supporting.   
 
Rev. Kane led the Assembly in worship assisted by Sara Fischer, Tracey Silver, Janet 
Chamberlain, Scott Lucia, and Mark Ewing, along with Nick Rossi, Director of Worship and 
Arts. Rev. Paul Neshangwe delivered the Sermon, based on Scripture from Luke 10:1-
12, titled “A Story of Leaving and Living Amongst”.   
 
Following examination by the Presbytery, the Assembly approved moving Charlie 
Conway, an Inquirer under care from New Hope Presbyterian, to Candidate for Minister of 
the Word and Sacrament upon the recommendation of the Committee on Preparation for 
Ministry.    
 
Presbytery Council workgroups presented several reports:  
 

Leadership Moderator RE Nancy Dixon reported that this year’s Leadership 
Retreat is on November 10-11, at Highlands Presbyterian Camp & Retreat 
Center.  The theme, Opening Doors & Crossing the Threshold: Coming in to Go 
Out, will feature keynote speaker, Ray Jones, Associate Director of Evangelism 
for Presbyterian Mission Agency. A short video of Ray Jones discussing the 
retreat was shown to the Assembly. 
 
Mission and Ministry RE Greg Garner, Moderator reported that June is mission 
month during which congregation’s will have the opportunity to learn what mission 
dollars do in the Presbytery. Approximately 20 congregations will be involved. The 
Presbytery invites congregations to open the doors to support mission partnerships. 

 
Racial Ethnic Diversity reported by Co-Moderator, Rev. Joe Mares.  A short video 
developed by Co-Moderator John Yu was played highlighting the September 17 
and 18, 2017, visit by the Rev. Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, Stated Clerk of the 
Presbyterian Church, (U.S.A.)  The events are in collaboration with the 
Leadership Workgroup and Plains and Peaks Presbytery.   
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RE Chris Wineman reported on behalf of the Presbytery Center Site Selection 
Team. The site selection team has explored commercial properties for relocation of 
the Presbytery Center.  The team moved that Council be authorized to approve of 
and enter into a lease agreement for relocation of the Presbytery’s offices to 
4800 Happy Canyon Road, with the following parameters: that the leased space 
not exceed 2800 square feet at a cost including build out not to exceed $27.00 per 
square feet, including expenses and operating costs, and that the initial terms of the 
lease not exceed seven (7) years from the date of occupancy.  The motion was 
adopted.   

 
Stated Clerk RE Olivia L. Hudson Smith reported on the highlights of the “Annual Report of 
the Stated Clerk” for 2016 were presented.  Part B of the report, which allots parity for RE 
Commissioners, was discussed along with the decline of total membership in our 
congregations by 955 members in 2016.  
 
As the Lakewood Administrative Committee continues its work, the Presbytery is in the 
process of negotiating a shared use agreement with a worshiping community of 
another denomination. Additionally, the Presbytery continues to explore locating a new 
worshipping community within the Presbytery to that building in a shared arrangement.   
 
Through a Process of vetting headed by the Finance and Property workgroup of Council, 
The Presbytery signed an exclusive listing agreement with the firm of Shames 
Makovsky to list the Presbytery Center for $3.15 million dollars.  The main listing 
agent is Todd Snyder. 
 
Administrative Commission, First Presbyterian Lakewood, Moderator RE Jon Sutterlin, 
reported the Administrative Commission has moved and approved the dissolution of the 
congregation.  The property is to be transferred through a Special Warranty Deed to the 
Presbytery and the remaining contractual obligations are being resolved or transferred to 
the Presbytery. The building sustained hail damage in a recent hailstorm and mitigation 
and restoration are taking place.  A claim was submitted to the insurance carrier under First 
Presbyterian, Lakewood.   
 
Nominating Committee RE Sue Cornman reported that the application process for both 
GA Commissioners and a YAD Commissioner are available.  The application deadline is 
July 31, 2017. 
 
Ecumenical Ministries Leaders Task Force Leader TE Justin Spurlock reported that the 
task force is continuing to work on the Ecumenical Ministries policy.  New rulings from the 
Permanent Judicial Committee have raised issues that the task force must consider. 
 
Highlands Camp Joint Committee Maria Shupe, Director, reports that the number of 
campers signed up to date exceeds the number of campers from last year. Camp 
counselor training starts in May as Highlands gear up for the summer.   
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Presbytery of Zimbabwe & Denver Presbytery (PZDP) Delegation Commissioning. 
The Rev. Gretchen Hope Wilson offered the service of commissioning for the three 
delegates who will travel to Zimbabwe in June and July 2017, in furtherance of the 
partnership with a particular focus on the Central Fund.  Those commissioned are RE Rob 
Habiger, RE Julia Henderson, and RE Olivia L. Hudson Smith.   
 


