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PROGRESS SUMMARY: 

The Site Selection Team received 4 invitations from congregations to host the Presbytery Center offices. 

1. Of the four, two were selected to provide financial proposals. The Site Selection team visited 
each location and reviewed their proposals. 

2. After evaluating the proposals and the sites, the Site Selection Team elected to also consider 
options for leasing commercial space. The Site Selection Team visited 6 potential sites. 

3. Discussed all potential sites with Presbytery staff. 
4. Recommended a single location to Council on May 2. 
5. Contacted multiple commercial realtors and engaged one (Fairbairn Commercial) to represent 

Presbytery in negotiations with that property owner. 

The recommendation of the Site Selection Team is to Relocate the Presbytery Center offices to a 
commercial site at 4800 Happy Canyon Road, Denver CO 80237. This is the intersection of Happy 
Canyon, Dahlia and Hampden, immediately to the east of Bethany Lutheran Church. It is located 
about 11 blocks west of I-25. 

 

Advantages of this site: 

a.) The location offers good access from north and south (I-25) as well as east and west 
(Hampden and I-225). It is very central to the metro area. Compared with the current 
Presbytery Center location, it requires negligible change in drive time (average) for our 
congregations. The space is reasonably priced; we currently estimate a lease rate of $15.50 
per square foot. We anticipate needing to lease up to 2800 sf. 

b.) The suite we’re looking at has been recently gutted and can be built out to meet our needs. 
We anticipate tenant improvement costs of approximately $150,000. The suite would 
provide: 

• 5 offices 

• Large meeting room 

• Small meeting room 

• Work room 

• File room 

 



c.) The suite is located on the ground floor (easily accessible) and the entrance to our proposed 
suite is immediately inside the main building entry. 

d.) The building has more parking than most of the other locations we visited, and evening 
parking for larger groups is available at no cost. 

e.) Over a seven-year lease, the cost of the space would be comparable to our current 
occupancy costs at 1710 S. Grant.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Why were the church locations not recommended? 
 

a.) The finalist locations were significantly far from the “center” of the presbytery. We believe 
that these would be an obstacle for work group participation and staff travel. 

b.) The finalist locations offered lease rates that are at least as costly – or more so – than 
commercial property options. 

c.) They require significant physical renovation – certainly in the range of $300,000 to 
$400,000. This is considerably more expensive than the anticipated commercial space.  

d.) More challenging, even after renovation, the Presbytery Center offices in either church 
location would retain the sense of being “secondary” in terms of visibility and access. 

 

Anticipated Timeline 
 
We currently believe that we would be able to occupy the new premises early in 2018. 
 

 


