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The January Assembly gathered at Trinity Presbyterian Church, in Arvada, CO, where 
Reverend John Anderson is Pastor.  Rev. Anderson and RE Commissioners, Mary Jo 
Shaw and Michael McLane, welcomed the Assembly, provided a brief history and overview 
of Trinity’s Mission and Ministry The Presbytery of Denver offers thanks and appreciation to 
the host congregation for hosting the Assembly and preparing the wonderful meal and 
fellowship hour.   
 
Prior to the Assembly, the Immigration Task Force offered an overview of issues of 
immigration titled Immigration 101, exploring the issues of DACA (also called the 
Dreamers Act, Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals), TPS (Temporary Protection Status), 
and Driver’s License and why they are important issues regarding immigration. Miguel 
Oaxaca, Together Colorado, LA RED Immigration leader, and Rev. Amy Mendez, Pastor 
for Church Development and Multi-Racial Ministries made presentations. Following the 
presentations there was time for questions and answers. 
 
Claire Lewis, Vice-President, Sales and Marketing, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
Investment & Loan Program (PILP) present rebate checks to seven (7) congregations:  
St. James, Presbyterian Church of the Covenant, St. Paul, First Englewood, Eagle 
River, First Littleton, and Genesis.  Claire also discussed several types of loans that 
PILP offers, including low cost energy efficient loans at a reduced interest rate and a similar 
low interest rate loan program for projects addressing accessibility issues.  Recently PILP 
has started a revolving line-of-credit loan program for deferred maintenance projects by 
congregations.    
 
Commissioned Lay Pastor Sandy Safford made brief remarks regarding the introduction of 
new Minister Members at the Assembly. Rev. Paula Steinbacher introduced Rev. David 
Wright called to Westminster Presbyterian Church. Heather Cameron introduced new 
Minister Member, Rev. Jordan Warntjes, who was called as Associate Pastor to New 
Hope Presbyterian Church. Rev. Rich Stewart introduced new Minister Member, Rev. 
gretchen Sausville, who was called to Arvada Presbyterian Church. 
The 2018 Presbytery Assembly officers were installed. Outgoing Moderator, Jean 
Demmler presided over the installation service.  Newly installed Moderator John 
Anderson presented Jean with gifts of gratitude for her service to the Presbytery. The 
Presbytery will make a donation in Jean’s honor to Capitol Heights Presbyterian 
Church designated for the work of gun violence prevention.  RE Wanda Beauman, 
Peoples Presbyterian Church was installed as the Vice-Moderator.   
 
Rev. John Anderson led worship that included the music ministry of Trinity Presbyterian 
Church, led worship. In Keeping with the Presbytery theme in 2018, Opening the Door and 
Traveling Together, the theme for worship was “Opening the Door and Traveling 
Together in Exile”.  The Assembly celebrated Holy Communion and collected an offering 
for the Ministers Special Needs fund. 
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Presbytery Treasurer John Boettiger provided highlights of the financial statement for 
November 2017, which was provided with the Assembly documents.  December financial 
are not available because moneys are still being received from per capita remittances for 
2017.  John stated that the 2016 audit was completed in November without any 
exceptions.   
 
John Anderson, acting as Moderator pro tem of Council introduced Council workgroup 
and committee reports. 

Bruce Spear brought the report of the personnel workgroup. The Interim 
Presbytery Pastor Search Committee is nearing completion of its work. There will 
not be a called Assembly as the possibility was reported.  
  
Chris Wineman brought the report on behalf of Long Term Initiatives workgroup. 
Chris moved that the Assembly authorize Council to approve the terms of a 
property agreement with Grace Presbyterian for the sale of a portion of their 
property at the request of the Colorado Department of Transportation for the 
widening of Highway 85 – Santa Fe Drive.  Approved. 
 
Nancy Dixon brought the report on behalf of the Leadership workgroup. The winter 
2018 Leadership event will be on February 10, 2018, “Opening Doors and Traveling 
Together”.  The traveling workshop will begin at St. Paul, and move to First 
Presbyterian Littleton and on to First Presbyterian Aurora, ending with worship at St. 
Paul.  Lunch and bus ticket are $10.  Nancy reminded the Assembly to save the 
date for the annual fall leadership event at Highlands Presbyterian Camp and 
Retreat Center, on November 9-10, 2018, at Highlands with keynote 
presentation by Jana Childers, Dean, San Francisco Theological Seminary, 
will focus on worship.   
 
Keith Moore reported on behalf of the Finance and Property workgroup. Keith 
moved three items recommended by Council to the Presbytery, all of which were 
Approved. Approval for Wellshire Presbyterian Church to sale the house 
adjacent to the church, 2900 S. Harrison St., which no longer is necessary for 
growth plans.   
 
Presbytery guarantee two (2) PILP loans for Wellshire. A one million dollar 
($1,000,000) bridge loan to be used during the construction phase of renovation and 
a mortgage loan of $300,000 remaining after construction is completed.  
Presbytery approve a six (6) month extension of the shared use agreement with the 
Mennonite Brethren Lighthouse Church at the former First Presbyterian Lakewood 
property.  
 
Sandy Smith brought the report of the Mission and Ministry workgroup.  Sandy 
offered thanks to all the churches and individuals who are involved in mission 
partnerships, and for churches that make mission pledges that go to supporting 
mission partnerships and covenant communities, and task forces.  The 
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workgroup is reviewing funding requests and encourages any mission entity that has 
not turned in a renewal or funding request to do so. 
 
Justin Spurlock brought the report on behalf of the task force.  The proposed 
Ecumenical Ministries Policy was distributed prior to the meeting.  It came before 
the Assembly on second reading for a vote recommending approval.  Approved 

 
Nominating Committee:  RE Dave Goss brought the report. The Committee brought 
slates with nominees for four committees:  

Committee on Ministry - Robert Matchett (RE – Montview) Class of 2020; Jim 
Emig (MOWS - Kiowa) Class of 2020; David Van Deren (MOWS - Providence) 
Class of 2020. Approved. 
Committee on Preparation for Ministry – Russ Kane (MOWS – New Hope) – 
Moderator through 2018; Jason Whitehead (MOWS – At Large) Class of 2020. 
Approved. 
Partnership of Zimbabwe and Denver Presbyteries – Joann Goss (RE – St. Paul) 
Class of 2020. Approved. 
Synod Commissioner – Jean Demmler (RE – Capitol Heights) Class of 2019; 
Janet Schlenker (MOWS – At Large) Class of 2019. Approved. 

*RE Ruling Elder 
** MOWS Minister of Word and Sacrament 
 
Partnership of Zimbabwe & Denver Presbyteries 
Rob Habiger brought the report.  Rob highlighted that 2017 brought major transitions in the 
partnership with the retirement of Presbytery Pastor Tom Sheffield, the sudden death of 
Rev. Stan Jewell who were major forces in the continuing efforts of the partnership, 
coupled with the current political transitions in Zimbabwe.  The committee requests Denver 
partners’ prayers for the country of Zimbabwe, the Presbytery of Zimbabwe, Central Fund 
leadership in Zimbabwe, and PZDP in this year of transition, and for Denver Presbytery 
responding to the partnership through both spiritual and financial support.   
 
Highlands Presbyterian Camp and Retreat Center 
Maria Shupe brought the report. Maria highlighted the Partnership Day Camp, which will 
include 16 congregations from both Plains and Peaks and Denver Presbytery.   
 

 
 
 
   

 
     

 
 
 
 
 


