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At its stated meetings on November 6, 2017 and December 4, 2017, and January 8, 2018 the 
Committee on Ministry received information and took the following actions: (**indicates items for 
Assembly approval) 
 
Council report to Committee on Ministry – Thomas Sheffield 
In Presbytery Pastor, Tom Sheffield’s last meeting with the Committee, he offered ten (10) 
comments and words of encouragement for the continuing work of the Committee: 1)Work to 
form a team with the ministry team, with Presbytery staff persons and with the whole COM. This 
is not a lone wolf enterprise. Everyone has an important piece of the puzzle to offer the whole; 2) 
Practice juggling. It is not easy and it does require practice. COM must juggle concern for 
ministers, concern for congregations and sessions and commitment to the larger church’s 
direction, tradition and mission; 3) Hold tight to the Book of Order. It is not something to be 
avoidd or casually ignored.  It is a treasure of the tradition and represents the best of the wisdom 
of the whole Presbyterian Church.; 4) You are Presbytery leaders.  You should attend 
Presbytery Assembly and events.  Encourage ministers and congregations to participate and 
grow in their involvement; 5) Do not be afraid to say “no”.  Churches hate to be told no but 
sometimes that is the right answer; 6) You are the experts of the search process.  You have the 
whole picture and, together, can advise in essential ways. The PNCs and Sessions are the 
experts of their own situations but they need the larger picture and the wider vision; 7) Do not 
hesitate to tell a Session or PNC you don’t know the answer to a question.  Do not make up 
answers but rather consult with others; 8) Read and direct others to read the COM and 
Presbytery policies.; 9) Stay in touch with moderators of Sessions and PNCs. Those 
relationships are key in forming a healthy Presbytery; 10) Work collaboratively with the 
Presbytery Council. They have a lot of information and involvement and do know what is 
happening in many churches. Support one another in encouraging and challenging 
congregations and their leadership.  
 
The lease on the new office space has been signed with an anticipated move in date after Holy 
week.  Olivia encouraged COM members to attend the January assembly and pre-assembly.  
She reminded them of the February 10, 2018, leadership event. 
 
Stated Clerk – Olivia L. Hudson Smith 
Olivia offered a written report with attention to several items.  Olivia met with Team B updating 
them with the ongoing legal issues with North Highland Presbyterian Church and the lack of 
records and rolls. Olivia has requested status updates for at-large Ministers or those working 
outside of the bounds of the Presbytery.  The deadline for submittal of updated forms is 
December 15.  Many have already been filed and distributed to the COM team of Diane Ritzdorf, 
Heather Cameron, and Dan Dolquist, who along with Olivia will review them after the deadline.  
She reported that according to the Ecumenical Ministries, Inc., minutes, the transition committee 
at Columbine United Church made a recommendation to eliminate both the Presbyterian 
(U.S.A.) and United Methodist process for hiring a replacement for Justin Spurlock’s position and 
will use the UCC process.   
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The Stated Clerk proposed that all Ministers in the Presbytery, approximately 175, be provided 
with a copy of the Minor/Vulnerable Adult Protection and Sexual Misconduct Prevention Policy 
and Procedures and be required to sign the acknowledgment of receipt and compliance. 
Discussion ensued regarding mailing out of hardcopies versus electronic access, concluding that 
the distribution will be done electronically, with the option of receiving a hard copy if requested.  
Additionally, any candidates for ministry positions in the Presbytery and those wishing to 
become a part of the Presbytery will be required to sign the acknowledgment of receipt and 
compliance form.  COM will work to help congregations develop policies consistent with the 
Presbytery policy. 
 
Olivia reported the closing on the Presbytery Center on October 18, 2017.  She encouraged 
liaisons to remind the congregation to which they relate to keep accurate records and rolls, send 
RE commissioners to Presbytery Assemblies and, to seek approval of Council through the 
Finance and Property workgroup prior to taking any actions on property.  
 
Olivia reported that approximately forty-two (42) requests for validations of ministry were sent 
and thus far she has received thirty-six (36) returns.  The submittals will be reviewed by Diane, 
Heather, Dan, and Olivia on January 30, 2018.  The end of the year Statistical Reports will be 
due soon and she is working with the Clerks of Session to have them completed.   
  
 Task Forces: 
Sabbatical Policy/guidelines-Louise Westfall 
CJ Biewenga, Carol Fisher, and Louise will gather the LTI information on sabbatical leave and 
will put them in order and bring them to COM for approval. LTI will complete the approval 
process for two requests made this year for 2018. CJ is working on updating the policy which 
should be completed by the end of the year. The group has received valuable input from several 
sources and is working to complete guidelines.   
 
Ecumenical Task Force – Heather Cameron 
The task force work is completed.  The policy will be before the January Assembly for Second 
reading and a vote. 
 
Sexual Misconduct Policy – Dean Pickett  
A task group needs to be formed to work on developing a template for congregations to use in 
developing a policy consistent with the Presbytery policy but that fits the needs of that particular 
congregation.  Several people have shown interest in working on this task.   
 
Sub-Committees/Teams: 
Commissioned Lay Pastor Ministry Team - Sandy Safford, CJ Biewenga (2018) 
In light of Sandy’s changing role as COM moderator for 2018, she moved for approval that CJ 
Biewenga become chairperson of the CRE team.  Approved  
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Annual Reviews of all 9 participants in the Commissioned Lay Pastor Ministry were completed in 
2017, and Sandy & CJ will finalize the Annual Report for acceptance by COM at the next 
meeting.   
 
Pastoral Care Team – Bill Sanders has agreed to moderate the team going forward. 
 
Team A – Jon Sutterlin 
Action items:  Recommended approval of Sandy Safford’s CRE commission at Byers for the 
next three years.  Approved (Sandy abstained from the vote) 
Recommended approval of the review of the one year covenant to increase her hours to 24 with 
a cash salary of $24,900 per year and a housing allowance of $250 per month and IRA 
contribution of $500 (Per month?), $375 a year for continuing education, vacation including 5 
Sundays, for total compensation of $27,900 per year.  Approved (Sandy abstained from the 
vote) 
 
The team requests approval for the installation service for gretchen Sausville to be held on 
January 27, 2018 at 10:30 a.m. at Arvada.  The commission will be approved at the January 
meeting.  Approved   
 
Arvada - Administrative Commission for gretchen Sausville’s Installation – 1/27 10:30am is 
Approved. The Preacher – Rev. Adele Crawford, Presbytery of Southern New England 
 The Administrative Commission:   
 Rev. John Anderson – Trinity, Denver Presbytery Moderator 
 Elder Jeanne Bacheldore – Arvada 
 Elder Duane Youse – Arvada (PNC rep) 
 Elder Pam Wineman – Central 
 Rev. Sheri Fry – Denver Presbytery 
 Rev. Bill Sanders – Denver Presbytery (at the request of gretchen and approval of COM) 
 Elder Larry Terrell-Providence Presbytery (SC) - Charge 
 
Informational update:  Sheri Fry is now serving in an interim position in Wyoming, and her 
churches have been reassigned.  Jon will serve as liaison for Presbyterian Church of the 
Covenant and Louise will serve as liaison for Arvada.  CRE CJ Biewenga will serve as an intern 
at First Presbyterian Englewood for a year.  Fountain of Life, a new worshipping community 
nested at the former First Presbyterian Lakewood, led by Rev. Lemuel Velasco, has been added 
to the team.   
 
Team B – Heather Cameron 
Informational update: First Presbyterian Aurora’s IPNC has posted position announcement on 
the Presbytery website and church website.  The potential donor to purchase land for 
Providence is no longer in the picture.  A congregational meeting to call a new associate pastor 
at New Hope is November 19, 2017. New Hope – The installation service for called Associate 
Pastor Jordan Warntjes is set for February 18, 2018 at 2:00 p.m.  The Administrative 
Commission is in the formation stage and will brought to COM at the February meeting.   



Committee on Ministry Report 
Tuesday, January 23, 2018 
Stated Assembly Meeting 

 
 

Action items:  The team moved approval of three (3) action items:   
1) The terms of call for Jordon Warntjes at New Hope Presbyterian Church, Castle Rock, 

CO, with a correction to the document that paid vacation includes 5 Sundays. Approved 
2) Approval of the Interim Pastor Covenant agreement for Dwight Blackstock at First 

Presbyterian Church Aurora for the period beginning December 11, 2017 – December 10, 
2018.  Approved 

3) Approval of the Amended Stated Supply Contract with Rev. David Petit and Calvary 
Presbyterian Church effective February 10, 2018.  Approved 

 
Team C – Sandy Safford, Ken Furlow (2018) 
The team recommended approval of the Parish Associate covenant with Rev. Tim Mooney and 
Central Presbyterian.  Approved 
 
The team recommended the acceptance of the terms of dissolution of Justin Spurlock with 
Columbine United effective October 8, 2017.  Approved.  The terms of call for Justin at Grace 
are in place and his installation will be on December 10, 2017. The team moved approval of the 
commission to install Rev. Justin Spurlock.  The Commission includes RE Jean Demmler, Rev. 
Dr. James Fouther, RE Sue Pilcher, Rev. Dr. Don Shrumm, RE Chris Wineman, and Rev. Dr. 
Joe Woodson.  Approved 
Westminster Presbyterian is moving forward with a candidate with whom the team has done a fit 
interview and approved.  The proposed terms of call meet all the minimum requirements. The 
background check has been done; however, the Presbytery to Presbytery background has not 
been done as the Stated Clerk was notified this evening of the call.  The candidate is set for a 
candidating weekend on November 19, 2017.  COM will vote on the terms of call and any 
changes made by the congregation to those terms at the December meeting.  The team 
conducted an exit interview with Rev. Mike Motsko who was serving as the interim until Christ 
the King Sunday.  Once Rev. Motsko leaves, the team recommended approval that Rev. Bill 
Sanders serve as session moderator at Westminster. He has agreed to a temporary pastoral 
covenant with the church to serve as temporary supply.  Approved  
The team moved for approval of the terms of call for Rev. David Wright called as full-time pastor 
of Westminster Presbyterian Church effective January 1, 2018.  Approved 
The team recommended approval that Jerry Kelly serves as Moderator at Westminster of the 
congregational meeting on November 19, 2017. Approved 
Informational updates: The team is walking along side First Presbyterian Georgetown with a six 
month review with Rev. Whit Dempsey.  The session has also requested a meeting in January 
2018 for a conversation on what would be next for them and visioning moving forward.  
Jerry Kelly is resigning from COM.  He is in the process of advising the congregations for which 
he is the liaison.  The team will follow up with the six (6) month review at Georgetown with Rev. 
Whit Dempsey that Jerry was scheduled to do.    
 
Westminster – The first Sunday for the newly called Pastor, for David Wright was January 7, 
2018.  A date for his installation has not been determined.   
First Georgetown - COM & Session Visioning – January 25, 2018 
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Team D – John Bell, Diane Ritzdorf (2018) 
Informational updates:  First Brighton has completed the 12 questions which the team has 
approved.  They are beginning to work on their MIF.  John and Tom met with Susan Boucher as 
she continues to serve Church of the Hills as the temporary stated supply with their hope that 
this relationship last for a long time and perhaps become permanent. Rev. Allen Smith resigned 
as Parish Associate at Green Mountain. To broaden the scope of the search for a called pastor, 
Peoples is making a request to LTI for moving expenses which were not budgeted. The COM 
screening team is reviewing submissions; however, none have been presented to the PNC at 
Peoples.   
 
Other Business  
A question was raised regarding Sabbatical leave for CREs and part-time ministries.  This is a 
conversation for the team looking at sabbatical leave. Tom reminded COM that when the 
sabbatical leave policy was initially raised it was to encourage ministers of small churches to 
stay in those churches.   

Bill raised the question of leadership fund ideals and how COM may use the moneys to build up 
leadership in the Presbytery.  Bill encouraged members to come up with ideas.  Sandy recalled 
the discussion of using the funds to support continuing education. Tom suggested a use for 
continuing education for part-time ministers, retired ministers, or those in validated ministries 
without continuing education funding.   

Bill lifted up the question, particularly of the pastoral care team, of how COM relates to our 
fellowships and new worshipping communities.  There is no clear definition of COM’s 
responsibility.   

David Chai, former interim Pastor at Korean Central has moved back to Denver and would like 
to transfer back to Denver Presbytery as Honorably Retired.  A team will conduct a fit interview 
sometime in February.   
 
COM Training:  Sandy will hold a half day training for all COM members on Saturday February 
24th from 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. with lunch provided.  
 
COM will Introduce four Pastors/Ministers at January Presbytery Assembly: 
gretchen Sausville – Pastor, Arvada Presbyterian Church – Rich Stewart 
David Wright – Pastor, Westminster Presbyterian Church – Paula Steinbacher 
Jordan Warntjes – Associate Pastor, New Hope – Heather Cameron 
Rolfe Granath – At Large – Peter Hulac 
 

 


