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The Partnership of Zimbabwe and Denver Presbyteries (PZDP) is entering its thirteenth year and is one 
of only two external partnerships of the Denver Presbytery. Through the many delegate visits, short-term 
mission service opportunities, and the Central Fund project, the PZDP continues to grow and serve both 
Presbyteries and the calling of Christ across the world. 

In many ways, 2018 is a year of transition for the PZDP. Tom Sheffield, former Presbytery Pastor, has 
been a driving and leading force in this partnership since its beginning, and his retirement will leave a big 
hole. The sudden death of Rev. Stan Jewell last year is a significant loss in a multitude of ways. 

Stan’s energy and contributions to the PZDP cannot be overestimated. Nevertheless, new leadership and 
members of the PZDP are poised to continue this good work. 

Rob Habiger and Ruth McCollum Huff will be Co-Moderators of the 2018 PZDP Committee for the 
Denver Presbytery. Other members include: Christine Beitzel, Barb Lyons, Bob Springs, Dick Lynch, 
Manny Eulberg, and Starr Hildebrand. 

This year will also see a major transition in Zimbabwe, as the country changes leadership and looks 
toward a new future. The full implications of this civil change is still unfolding and will continue to evolve in 
2018.  As it affects our Zimbabwean brothers and sisters in Christ, it will surely affect our partnership and 
us. 

A primary effort of the partnership in 2018 will be the advancement of the Central Fund project, an 
initiative of the Presbytery of Zimbabwe, aimed at generating sustainable business income for their 
pastors and the mission of their congregations. This exciting project is well underway and following two 
tracks. One track is toward leveraging over 6,000 acres of land and other property, owned by the 
Presbytery of Zimbabwe, for sustainable growth of the Central Fund. The other track involves current aid 
to pastors in a limited number of churches as a pilot program intended to not only help the selected 
churches, but also to gain experience in administration of the first track which ultimately will provide 
steady financial aid to the Presbytery of Zimbabwe. The Presbytery of Zimbabwe has formed a Business 
Investment Unit under their Central Fund Committee to evaluate and implement business ideas that will 
provide this sustainable support. The Denver Presbytery is a partner in both tracks, providing some 
financial resources for both the pilot and investment into the sustainable business model. 

Please pray: 

• For the country of Zimbabwe, the Presbytery of Zimbabwe, its leaders and churches during this 
transition of governments. 

• For the leaders of the Central Fund of Zimbabwe, that they may be led by the Holy Spirit in their 
task of establishing sustainable support for their pastors and congregations. 

• For the PZDP in this year of transition and exciting progress of the Central Fund. 

• For the Denver Presbytery in responding to this need through spiritual and financial support. 


