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GA223 OPTS FOR CONTINUED CORPORATE 
 ENGAGEMENT OVER DIVESTMENT

Commissioners accept minority report by 332-178 vote asking MRTI to continue to pressure fossil fuel companies
by Fred Tangeman

Audience jazzed for Hands  
and Feet concert
Saxophonist Kirk Whalum performs; proceeds benefit 
initiative in Baltimore
by Eleanor Ferguson

Kirk Whalum performs at the Hands and Feet Celebration concert at the 223rd General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) in St. Louis, on Thursday, June 21.  
(Photo by Michael Whitman)

Fossil Free PCUSA members stage a die-in after the General Assembly rejected divestment. (Photo by Danny Bolin)

See Hands and Feet p. 2

See Fossil Free p. 2

Assembly Committees 03 (General Assembly Procedures), 06 
(Church Polity and Ordered Ministry) and 11(Middle East 
Issues) reported after the deadline for printing this paper. Go 
to ga-pcusa.org for complete coverage.

  

Page 5
Seminarians class

Louisville Seminary president

Page 4
Friday worship

WCRC president

Page 6
Peacemaking

Page 8
Social Justice Issues

ST. LOUIS — Before a concert by 
Grammy-winning gospel/jazz saxo-
phonist Kirk Whalum on Thursday 
night, a video of the Rev. J. Herbert 
Nelson, II, Stated Clerk of the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A., was played. Nelson echoed his 

quote printed on the back of the Hands 
and Feet initiative information card 
given to concert-goers:

“We don’t want the Presbyterians 
to be simply another convention that 
comes to town, meets and spends 

ST. LOUIS — To divest or not to 
divest from the fossil fuel industry? 
The answer to that question was one of 
the highly anticipated decisions of the 
223rd General Assembly.

On Friday afternoon, after four 
hours of discussion, the Assembly an-
swered with a “no.”

The decision to reject divestment 
took the form of a “yes” vote (332–
178) in favor of a minority report 
signed by 10 members of Committee 
8: Environmental Issues. That report 
replaced the committee’s majority re-
port directing divestment. The substi-
tute – and now Assembly-approved 
– resolution calls on the church to con-
tinue engaging with fossil fuel compa-
nies it holds stock in.

That work is carried out by the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)’s Mis-
sion Responsibility Through Invest-
ment (MRTI) committee, which fa-
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some money, and then leaves without 
engaging the people and communities 
there in a sustained effort to support 
our Presbyterian brothers and sisters 
in making an impact.”

The crowd cheered the video. The 
Hands and Feet initiative, inspired by 
Nelson, seeks to engage Presbyterians 
in service, learning and public witness 
activities in the cities where the Gen-
eral Assembly meets. Proceeds from 
the concert’s ticket sales will fund 
Hands and Feet efforts in Baltimore, 
the site of the 224th General Assembly 
(2020). 

On stage, Nelson spoke of Balti-
more’s struggle. He mourned that the 
city has burned twice in recent years 
during civil unrest over police shoot-
ings, and recalled that on one occa-
sion people sought refuge in Camden 
Yards, the downtown baseball stadium 
for the Baltimore Orioles.

Nelson invited everyone who had 
participated in this year’s Hands and 
Feet efforts in St. Louis to stand to be 
recognized.

“We came to St. Louis knowing 
what we were gonna do,” he said, 
speaking of the planning that went 
into various Assembly-related public 
service and witness activities. “That’s 
the worst thing to do,” Nelson added, 
noting the need to be adaptable in re-
sponding to current realities. 

He then led the crowd in a chant 
heard frequently in St. Louis and at 
this Assembly: 

“Whose streets?” 
“Our streets!”
The crowd cheered again when 

Nelson mentioned the more than 

$47,000 raised at the opening worship 
offering to bail out low-level offenders 
from St. Louis jails on Tuesday.

The Rev. Erin Counihan, pastor 
of Oak Hill Presbyterian Church and 
a leader of public witness activities 
in St. Louis, then took to the stage: 
“Hi, friends! I can’t see any of you,” 
she said, blinking up at the lights. “A 
hundred and 11 members, y’all,” she 
said, referring to Oak Hill’s mem-
bership. “Small churches can do this 
[public witness], too. And for all you 
budget-wonks, it is financially sustain-
able!” she added as the crowd laughed. 

Following Counihan, the Revs. 
Kate Foster Connors and Jackie Tay-
lor of the Presbytery of Baltimore took 
the stage and introduced themselves: 
“We’re the Baltimore people!” Taylor 
acknowledged that the kind of work 
Hands and Feet does “can get a little 
messy.” Two interns have been em-
ployed for the next year to help co-
ordinate the GA224 Hands and Feet 
efforts. 

Whalum capped off the evening 
with a stirring 90-minute blend of gos-
pel and jazz. Clad in a paisley print 
shirt, dark-colored vest, white slacks 
and a black fedora, Whalum — a min-
ister and son and brother of preachers 
— said his grandmother, Thelma, gave 
him his love of music. 

Whalum improvised when techni-
cal difficulties caused the sound of his 
saxophone to cut in and out. He simply 
used his voice to imitate his instrument 
as the crowd laughed and cheered, 
even using his horn as a percussion 
instrument, tapping and thumping it 
while the audience clapped along.  
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In a sea of change . . .

The Rev. Michael Kirby, moderator of the 
Assembly Committee on Environmental 
Issues (Photo by Danny Bolin)

Hands and Feet from p. 1

vored the no-divestment minority 
report. Representatives of MRTI and 
the church’s two investing agencies, 
the Board of Pensions and the Pres-
byterian Foundation, answered ques-
tions from commissioners concerning 
the implications of divestment and the 
size of church holdings in fossil fuel 
producers.

Rob Fohr, director of faith-based 
investing and corporate engagement 
for the PC(USA), told the Assembly 
that the minority report was “the best 
result that could come out of this As-
sembly.” Fohr cited work with an um-
brella group of fund managers called 
Climate Action 100+ as a major rea-
son to “stay at the table.” Though not 
recommending divestment now, MRTI 
contends that it is prepared to recom-
mend divestment from fossil fuel com-
panies in the future.

Friday’s schedule called for com-
pletion of all Committee 8 business 
in the morning. But by the time the 

Assembly broke for a worship service 
and lunch, the majority report and 
minority report had been finalized, or 
“perfected,” but no final vote had been 
taken.

During discussion of the two re-
ports, questions and comments were 
many. Commissioners in line at the 
microphones held green or red bad-
minton racquets signaling their desire 
to speak in favor of immediate action 
on fossil fuels or a more gradual ap-
proach.

Before debate began, the Rev. Mi-
chael Kirby of the Presbytery of Chi-
cago, moderator of Committee 8, had 
delivered brief remarks summarizing 
the committee’s majority position. 
Two of the committee members who 
filed the minority report spoke about 
Presbyterians working in the fossil 
fuel industry, telling stories about fam-
ily members who have received pay-
checks from ExxonMobil.

One commissioner speaking from 
the floor later complained that the As-
sembly had heard much more from mi-
nority report supporters than those on 
the majority side and called some of the 
no-divestment arguments “preaching.”

After the minority report became 
the main motion, it was overwhelm-
ingly approved by the Assembly (409–
106). And yet commissioners contin-
ued to approach floor microphones to 
speak in favor of divestment.

It fell to a sheepish Michael Kirby 
to tell them that divestment was no 
longer on the table.

After the no-divest vote, or-
ange-shirted friends of Fossil Free 
PCUSA lay on their backs surround-
ing a large inflatable earth. The “die-
in” symbolized lives lost to climate 
change.

Fossil Free from p. 1

(Photo by Danny Bolin)

The Young Adult Advisory Delegates of the 223rd General Assembly
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ST. LOUIS — Even a church in 
motion needs a place for rest, which 
is why members of the Committee 
on Local Arrangements (COLA) of 
the Presbytery of Giddings-Lovejoy 
were determined that prayer at the 
Assembly would be both embedded 
into the week as well as embodied in 
those participating.

The result has been places for rest-
ing weary spirits, and perhaps even 
wearier soles.

As COLA members began their 
planning, they hoped to provide op-
tions for experiential spirituality in 
addition to the liturgies created for 
daily worship. A devotional booklet 
was created that included original 
coloring pages by artist Adam Walk-
er Cleaveland of Illustrated Chil-

Julie Gvillo.
Gvillo was uncertain how Reiki 

— a form of Asian spiritual healing 
— might be received at the Assem-
bly, but her appointment book filled 
quickly. 

Gvillo, a member of LoveJoy 
United Presbyterian Church in Wood 
River, Ill., says she views Reiki as 
a form of “embodied prayer” and 
“sacred touch” that seeks to restore 
spiritual energy through touch and 
prayer. Gvillo says the result is often 
described as “receiving a hug from 
God.”

“When I began exploring Reiki,” 
Gvillo said, “I noticed that many of 
the prayers used were nearly identical 
word for word from the Presbyterian 
service of healing and wholeness.”

At the center of the prayer room 
is a large wooden door painted to 
represent the themes expressed in 
the hymn “Draw the Welcome Circle 
Wider,” which was written by Mary 
Louise Bringle and commissioned for 
the Assembly. St. Louis artist Mari-
lyn Ruth Smith, a member of Sec-
ond Presbyterian Church, painted 
the door panels. After the Assembly, 
the door will be displayed at Ladue 
Chapel Presbyterian Church. 

dren’s Ministries and contributions 
from across the presbytery. Volun-
teers filled the prayer room in room 
127 with soft lighting and comfort-
able furniture as well as materials for 
drawing, listening and meditating.

A portable labyrinth was unfolded 
in room 200, which also provides an 
overview of the streets of downtown 
St. Louis. 

These mini-retreats have proven 
popular with GA attendees. Inside 
the prayer room, local Presbyteri-
an pastor the Rev. Susan Hayes has 
been offering morning yoga classes 
— combining gentle morning stretch-
es with prayer. In another corner, a 
massage chair and table have been set 
up for Reiki sessions offered by Reiki  
master and Presbyterian lay pastor 

YAAD Journal
Claire Wineman, Presbytery of Denver

The greatest disappointment 
I’ve experienced at GA came with 
the Assembly’s decision not to di-
vest from fossil fuels. As a world 
citizen, I must say that climate 
change and the life of our planet 
are some of the issues closest to 
my heart, and to be let down in this 
way was a particularly devastating 
experience. 

I appreciate the hard work of 
the Committee on Environmental 
Issues and their efforts to create 
a compromise on a topic viewed 
from numerous perspectives in 
the PC(USA). The opportunity to 
participate in a democratic process 
means nothing will ever turn out 
perfectly, as everyone wants it to. 

The most beautiful thing about 
that reality, however, may be that 
the distress this decision has caused 
me can act as fuel for actions I can 
take that I hope will make a differ-
ence, both for our denomination 
and the world. YAADs are not sim-
ply the future of the church, but we 
are the church now, and many of us 
feel that there are things we can do 
at this very moment to care for the 
beautiful gift of the earth God has 
trusted us with. 

My time at GA has been one 
of challenge, grace and the deep 
friendship that makes being part of 
the church so incredible in the first 
place. We have so much work to do 
as a denomination moving forward, 
but as one of the commissioners 
reminded me, “Look at how far 
we’ve come.” I can’t wait to see 
where our next steps take us under 
the steadfast guidance of God, and 
I’m so grateful to have been able to 
witness the influence of that guid-
ance here in St. Louis. Thanks be 
to God! 

Spirituality centers provide relief for weary  
souls — and soles
Local volunteers offer opportunities for embodied prayer
by Chris Keating

The labyrinth at the 223rd General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) in St. Louis on Wednesday, June 20. (Photo by Michael Whitman)

GA223 Website
ga-pcusa.org

         
NEED A GA BULLETIN INSERT?  

 Of course you do!
The Presbyterian Outlook will produce bulletin inserts summa-
rizing the major decisions of the 223rd General Assembly. They 
will be available the afternoon of June 23 and you can find 
them on the Presbyterian Outlook website.  https://pres-out-
look.org/2018/03/2018-ga-bulletin-inserts/ 

spiritofga presbyga and 
#GA223

Follow us:
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ST. LOUIS — As the 223rd Gener-
al Assembly once again wrestled with 
the highly debated issue of divesting 
from the fossil fuel industry, commis-
sioners took a break to hear a call for 
unity and understanding during late 
morning worship. 

With a full agenda and the expec-
tation of a late Assembly gathering, 
commissioners had voted to alter the 
agenda, canceling worship, but re-
versed that decision.

The Rev. Don Meeks, pastor of 
Greenwich Presbyterian Church in 
Nokesville, Va., preached on “a mod-
est attempt at cultivating unity in the 
church.” He referred to the 2014 As-
sembly gathering in Detroit and the 
church’s decision to allow ministers 
and sessions to fully participate in 
same-gender marriages. 

Meeks described how he and a col-
league engaged in meaningful con-
versation while maintaining opposite 
views on the issue. He encouraged the 
church to do the same on every issue 
of disagreement. 

“We are living in time of great tur-

moil and tension. Division of culture 
is working its way into our church in 
our pews, pulpits and presbytery meet-
ings,” he said. “Will we be part of the 
problem or solution? Are we willing to 
work across the aisle?”

Meeks offered his five-point cove-
nant for consideration:
1.  Pray and live for unity with other 

Christians. 
2.  Acknowledge your own prejudices 

and failings before criticizing other 
Christians.

3.  Trust that the intentions of others are 
honorable.

4.  Listen for understanding before 
speaking.  

5.  Communicate your convictions with 
gentleness and respect.
“We know how fractured our com-

munities, churches and lives are. These 
practices won’t mend every wound, 
but they will help turn Jesus’ prayer 
into living reality where we live, work 
and play,” said Meeks. “I invite you to 
join me and let Jesus lead us toward 
unity with other Christians. If not us, 
who? If not now, then when?”

REIMAGINED DEGREES AND 
CERTIFICATES

WWW.PTS.EDU/REIMAGINED

Pittsburgh Seminary’s reimagined 
curriculum prepares students 
for theologically reflective and 
contextually engaged ministry in 
the way of Jesus. The semester-
based curriculum, plus January 
and summer terms, offers 
greater access and flexibility.  
Join us!

Friday worship leader calls for unity 
Pastor says practices will help turn Jesus’ 
prayer into living reality
by Rick Jones

Don Meeks, pastor of Greenwich Presbyterian Church in Northern Virginia, preaches during 
Friday morning worship at General Assembly 223 of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 
(Photo by Danny Bolin)

ST. LOUIS — “We see that many 
people and organizations talk about 
justice,” says the Rev. Najla Kassab, 
president of the World Communion 
of Reformed Churches (WCRC). 
“But what do these statements mean 
to those who are suffering injustice? 
What do they mean to any of us who 
hear the words? Not enough!” 

“If we are not willing to be present 
at the point of pain,” she continues, 
“we should stop talking about justice.”

In 2017, Kassab became the first 
woman to be elected as president of 
the WCRC, a fellowship of 233 Re-
formed or Presbyterian churches in 
110 nations. 

A graduate of the Near Eastern 
School of Theology and Princeton 
Theological Seminary, she is an or-
dained minister and Christian educator 
in the National Evangelical Synod of 
Syria and Lebanon. The central ad-
ministrative offices of the WCRC are 
in Hannover, Germany. Kassab oper-
ates primarily from her home in Beirut 
but travels widely, preaching from a 
different pulpit almost every week.

Kassab came to St. Louis in mid-
June as an ecumenical guest, speak-
er and preacher at the 223rd General 
Assembly (2018) of the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.). She expressed ap-
preciation for an Assembly that is 
“willing to move” as well as speak, es-
pecially in a public march supporting 
bail reform and rallies at the Assembly 
protesting U.S. immigration policy.

“Actual movement — being will-
ing to move — gives life to an organi-

zation,” says Kassab.
Kassab hopes that her seven-year 

term as WCRC president will begin 
by raising questions of justice within 
the communion itself and among its 
member churches. From the balance of 
representation and seniority on organi-
zational staffs to empowering diverse 
regions, young people and all who 
have been marginalized, she champi-
ons the concept of “Just Communion 
– a commitment to unity centered on 
justice for all.”

“I am from the Middle East,” Kass-
ab reminds us. “I know something 
about injustice. I know something 
about taking risks. And I know that 
making the right statements, passing 
the right resolutions in a General As-
sembly, is not enough to achieve jus-
tice and peace.”

“We need to take risks,” she ex-
plains, “We need to get involved in 
real life. I have visited communities in 
Syria while they were being shelled. 
Bombs have fallen near where I live in 
Beirut. Whether we are talking about 
Colombia or the Korean peninsula, we 
need to be willing to stand in the shoes 
of the people who are there if we want 
to make a credible witness to the love 
of God in Jesus Christ.”

She concludes, “We are challenged 
to see that what we intend to do really 
does influence lives. We are challenged 
to listen carefully to others, to become 
less rather than more hierarchical, and 
only then to put our energy, effort and 
money into something that will show 
results.”

WCRC president raises hope of Just 
Communion
Najla Kassab asks churches to be  
“present at the point of pain”
by Theodore Gill

Stated Clerk J. Herbert Nelson, II, passes the peace with the Rev. Najla Kassab, president 
of the World Communion of Reformed Churches, at Wednesday’s Ecumenical Service of 
Worship. (Photo by Danny Bolin)
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ST. LOUIS — Rebecca Higman 
faced a dilemma. As an observer of the 
223rd General Assembly of the Pres-
byterian Church (U.S.A.), Higman, a 
first-year student from the University 
of Dubuque Theological Seminary, 
knew that her role was limited. But as 
the committee she had been following 
was wrapping up its report, she was in-
vited to add her signature attesting to 
the report’s readiness to be presented 
to the Assembly. 

Higman’s experience was just one 
of the ways seminarians from across 
the denomination experienced the 
church’s work firsthand through the 
for-credit course “Presbyterianism: 
Principles and Practices.” 

Eight students from Presbyteri-
an seminaries took part in the class, 
which was offered by Austin Pres-
byterian Theological and Louisville 
Presbyterian Theological seminaries, 
along with the Office of the General 
Assembly. Students met with church 
leaders, committee moderators and 
advisory delegates while also observ-
ing the Assembly’s business. The stu-
dents’ reflections will be compiled into 
research papers for a final project to 
receive academic credit.

“I do hope some of these papers 
will appear across the church,” said 
the Rev. Clifton Kirkpatrick, a pro-
fessor at the Louisville seminary and 
former General Assembly stated clerk. 

Kirkpatrick was one of the instruc-
tors of the course, along with the Rev. 
Paul Hooker, associate dean for minis-

  

terial formation and advanced studies 
at the Austin seminary, and the Rev. 
Jerry Van Marter, interim director of 
communications for the Office of the 
General Assembly.

The class was first offered in the 
early 1990s by the late Rev. Jack 
Rogers, a former General Assembly 
moderator and professor of ministry 
at San Francisco Theological Semi-
nary. In Rogers’ later years, Kirkpat-
rick co-taught the class. Hooker and 
Van Marter first joined Kirkpatrick for 
the 222nd General Assembly (2016) in 
Portland, Ore.

On Friday, the students watched the 
Assembly’s often-painstakingly slow 
methods of perfecting motions from 
the bleachers, checking in with others 
on social media and commenting on 
business. Carrie Winebrenner, a stu-
dent from the Austin seminary, said 
the group had tongue-in-cheek called 
themselves the “Peanut Gallery Advi-
sory Delegates.” 

Despite early mornings and long 
debates, the students noted that the 
course had enriched their preparation 
for ministry. “My perception of the 
church has deepened,” said Michael 
Gable, a senior at Columbia Theologi-
cal Seminary, adding that it has been a 
time of “soaking in what the PC(USA) 
is all about.” 

“I think I’m learning a lot about 
the creative potential of the church,” 
Winebrenner agreed. “There’s a lot of 
energy here.” 

strengthening the scope and effec-
tiveness of ghetto ministries.”

In an eerie echo one month 
later, the Presbyterian Church in 
the U.S. assembled in Montreat, 
N.C., days after the shooting of 
presidential candidate Robert F. 
Kennedy. Besides recording 115 
commissioner protests against the 
Assembly’s non-endorsement of the 
Solidarity Day March for the King- 
organized Poor People’s Campaign, 
the PCUS adopted a resolution urg-
ing legislation to “effectively con-
trol the sale and possession of fire-
arms of all kinds.”

—Charlene Peacock,  
Reference Archivist

Fifty years ago, Presbyterian 
Assemblies considered actions that 
would signal the church’s responsi-
bility and commitment to peace and 
social justice.

Weeks after the assassination of 
Martin Luther King, Jr., the United 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 
convened its 1968 General Assem-
bly in Minneapolis. In addition to 
hearing from Ralph Abernathy, 
King’s successor as president of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Con-
ference, the Assembly voted to make 
$100,000 available to the SCLC for 
a King memorial fund. It also adopt-
ed a paper “The Crisis in the Cities,” 
which declared “we must begin to 
make amends for historic wrongs, 
fashion new relationships based on 
mutual trust and respect” and “make 
the needed resources available for 

ON THIS DATE IN SAINT LOUIS 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HISTORY

2020

Seminarians earn credits while 
observing Assembly 
Class provides introduction to breadth 
of the denomination’s work
by Chris Keating

Students and instructors at the ‘Presbyterianism: Principles and Practices’ class held during 
PC(USA) General Assembly 223 in St. Louis. (Photo by Chris Keating)

Today at GA
•  Closing plenary with worship, 9:00 a.m.
• Adjournment, noon

Alton B. Pollard, new president of Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary, addresses 
the 223rd General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) in St. Louis on Wednesday, 
June 20. (Photo by Michael Whitman)
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ST. LOUIS — Bernard “Ben” 
Nti and the Holy Spirit seem to have 
an understanding. It’s not a private  
understanding, but one that many  
Presbyterians sense. But we cannot 
figure where in the docket to place the 
Spirit so it can blow down the walls that 
divide.

“The days of Acts are playing out 
in our time in a different way,” said 
the candidate for ministry who attend-
ed Face to Face sessions at the 223rd 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.).

Nti, 42, says his passion stems from 
having difficulty finding a first call and 
finding inspiration at an intentionally 
diverse congregation since becoming a 
student at Pittsburgh Theological Semi-
nary five years ago.

Some all-white and all-black con-
gregations have interviewed Ben in the 
last year, said Nti, an American who is 
a native of the Republic of Ghana in 
west Africa. Some seem uncomfortable 
calling him because of the change that 
would be felt.

The challenge is not just because he 
speaks with an accent, but more his re-
liance on and guidance from the Holy 
Spirit to make congregations uncom-
fortable for a time.  He believes the 
Spirit is calling comfortable Presbyteri-
ans from all backgrounds to get uncom-
fortable and physically welcome people 
different from themselves.

“God chose that very day for a rea-
son,” he said, referring to the amazing 
diversity of those gathered at Pentecost, 
who heard the gospel in their own lan-
guages. “The Spirit came in a way for 
the world to see how God is very di-
verse,” he said.

The church can be strong only if we 
are all together, a point made by the les-
son of the broom he learned in Ghana. A 
few pieces of straw will bend or break, 
but when all the straw is gathered to-
gether it is unbreakable. He prays that 

the PC(USA) will open to the diversity 
urged by the Spirit and become strong.

Nti said the way to avoid being afraid 
of people different from ourselves is to 
“allow the Holy Spirit to break barriers 
and break walls…but people are more 
afraid of different, and it is still very 
comfortable where they are.”

“Let’s go to the place that the Holy 
Spirit wants us to be,” Nti suggested. 
“Yes, it may be uncomfortable at first 
— but stay there for the blessing that 
God brings through that.”

Asking questions of people as op-
posed to applying “programs” to them 
is the way to engage people who are 
different than the majority culture in 
a particular congregation, he said. It 
is better to ask who they are and what 
they need than to decide for them.

“Listen to those who disagree with 
us,” Nti said. “Don’t call them to be 
enemies … or silence their voices. For 
the church to be the church we need 
all the voices. Welcoming of the oth-
er must start from a willingness to be  
hospitable. And the Spirit will help us 
with that.”

Nti, a candidate from the Presbytery 
of National Capital, is seeking a call 
while working at Eastminster Presbyte-
rian in Pittsburgh, where he lives with 
his wife and their seven-year-old son.

ST. LOUIS — A resolution seek-
ing peace on the Korean Peninsula 
was among items approved Thursday 
by the 223rd General Assembly. The 
resolution designates September 2018 
as “Korean mission month” and calls 
Presbyterians to “pray for peace in the 
Korean Peninsula and for victims of di-
vision and conflict on both sides of the 
Korean Peninsula.”

The resolution calls for actions 
to “encourage peaceful resolution of 
the divisions on the Korean Peninsu-
la, which will foster an environment 
where no party to the historic conflict 
feels the need to sacrifice civil liberties 
in the name of security and where ref-
ugees and asylum-seekers are treated 
humanely.”

Also, the resolution also calls for 
exploring, “in conjunction with current 
refugee ministries, caring and support 
ministries for those displaced from both 
South and North Korea.”

The Korea resolution was one of the 
recommendations brought to commis-
sioners by the Assembly Committee 9: 
Peacemaking, Immigration and Inter-
national Issues. The Assembly also ap-
proved an overture calling for support 
and prayer for the church and people of 
South Sudan.

Luci Duckson-Bramble, the moder-
ator of Committee 9, said of her mis-
sion travels, “We learned that the West-
ern world is not aware of this crisis (in 
South Sudan),” referring to warfare 
among armed groups that has killed 
more than 50,000 people and displaced 
3.5 million since December 2013.

The overture calls on U.S. leaders to 
put pressure on all sides to adhere to 
a cease-fire and to ensure safe passage 
for humanitarian aid to refugee camps.

The Assembly also approved a se-
ries of actions to promote “the welfare 
of our neighbors in Honduras, Gua-
temala and El Salvador.” Aimed at 
developing “a United Witness in the 
Americas,” the actions include creating 
the position of a mission co-worker “to 
facilitate a Meso-American faith-root-
ed advocacy witness in Central Amer-
ica” along with partners in the region.

The Assembly also called for in-
vesting in peacemaking to reduce mi-
gration and for increased funding of 

leadership training in the region.
Referring to cost estimates for 

these activities, commissioner Ker-
ry Jennings of the Presbytery of East 
Iowa spoke against the resolution, ask-
ing, “How many PMA workers need 
to be laid off in order to fund a new 
three-hundred-thousand-dollar experi-
ment?”

Commissioner Noe Juarez of the 
Presbytery of Donegal favored the ac-
tions: “I’m aware that this has some 
financial implications,” she said, “but I 
think it’s time to invest in our brothers 
and sisters in Central America.”

Carmen Elena Martinez de Diaz, 
of the Reformed Calvinist Church of 
El Salvador, said through her trans-
lator: “Partnerships contribute to the 
strengthening of our churches, but also 
the churches with which we partner. It’s 
a process … there’s not a recipe.”

In other actions, the Assembly:
•  Called on the federal government 

“to immediately end the newly im-
plemented zero-tolerance policy that 
is tearing apart families” and “to re-
unite parents and children that have 
been separated as soon as possible”

•  Called for resources “to help young 
adults discern their position on war 
and violence before registering with 
the Selective Service System for pos-
sible military conscription”

•  Encouraged advocacy for the hu-
man rights of all citizens of Yemen 
and encouraged relief efforts through 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance

•  Approved promotion of democra-
cy, good governance, human rights  
and sustainable development in 
Madagascar

P.O. Box 66   Allenspark, CO  80510
For more information call (303) 747-2888

 or visit our website www.highlandscamp.org

Actions seeking peace in Korea, 
Sudan and Central America approved
Assembly also calls for immediate end to separation of 
refugee families
by Eleanor Ferguson and Eva Stimson

Face-to-Face with the Holy Spirit
Candidate says we are called out of our comfort zones to 
embrace people not like ourselves
by Shane Whisler

Luci Duckson-Bramble, moderator of the  
Peacemaking, Immigration, and Internation-
al Issues Committee. (Photo by Michael Whitman)

Bernard Nti, a candidate for ministry, at the 
Face-to-Face event at GA 223.  
(photo by Shane Whisler)

Some Assembly Required
Stranded alone for many years, the grateful Presbyterian  

showed his rescuers his island. Seeing two identical  

structures, both with crosses on them, they asked, “What’s  

that building on the left?” He replied, “That’s the church I  

belong to.” Asked about the building on the right, he  

responded, “Oh, that’s the church I used to belong to.”
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ST. LOUIS — In an overwhelming 
vote, the 223rd General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) ap-
proved a motion presented by its As-
sembly Committee on Social Justice 
Issues to recognize the prophetic wit-
ness of the Rev. Henry Highland Gar-
net, pastor of 15th Street Presbyterian 
Church in Washington, D.C., and Shi-
loh Presbyterian Church in New York 
City, and founding pastor of Grace 
Memorial Presbyterian Church in Pitts-
burgh, which is celebrating its 150th 
anniversary this year. Garnet gave what 
is considered the most important speech 
in African American history as the first 
African American to address Congress 
on February 12, 1865.

This was one of many items 
brought to the Assembly by Com-
mittee 11. Committee moderator Bill 
Wildhack noted that his committee 
had addressed many difficult and 
challenging subjects.

A recommendation to reconsti-
tute the Racism Truth and Reconcil-
iation Commission, presented by T. 
Denise Anderson and Jan Edmiston, 
co-moderators of the 222nd General 
Assembly (2016), and Byron Wade, 
vice-moderator of the 218th General 
Assembly (2008), was unanimously 
approved in committee. The recom-
mendation was approved by the As-
sembly as well.

In an effort to raise awareness of 
issues adversely affecting black girls 
and/or women, the Assembly voted to 
direct the Advocacy Committee for 
Women’s Concerns (ACWC) to form 
a five-member task group of major-
ity black women with a passion and 
experience of advocating for black 
girls and/or women. The task group 
is to propose an action plan that ac-
knowledges and makes visible the 
predicament of black girls and wom-
en, recognizing the humanity of black 
girls and women so that the PC(USA) 
might take the disparities seriously 
and develop programming and re-
sources to address these disparities.

By a 440–59 vote, the Assembly 
approved an overture to declare the 
period from 2020 to 2030 as the “De-

Committee 11 was a commissioners’ 
resolution asking the Assembly to di-
rect the appointing of a commission 

to consider the social impact of au-
tomation. The resolution was disap-
proved.

cade of Intercultural Transformation” 
by focusing on transformative priori-
ties and initiatives across the Presby-
terian Church (U.S.A.) and providing 
strategic steps to move the PC(USA) 
into being a transformative church in 
this intercultural era.

Felix Robles, a TSAD from the 
Presbiterio Del Noroeste, spoke in his 
native Spanish language in support 
of a commissioners’ resolution advo-
cating for the citizens of Puerto Rico. 
One portion of the resolution called 
for the establishment a zero-tolerance 
policy toward colonialism and the 
double-standard treatment of U.S. cit-
izens who are residents of the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico.

Perhaps one of the most debated 
items submitted by Committee 11 
was an overture calling for the Gener-
al Assembly to strongly condemn the 
unjust, racist disparagement of people 
and entire nations, promoted by poli-
ticians and government officials at all 
levels, in the mistaken effort to place 
“America First.” The most discussed 
issue was an amendment to include 
“the current presidential administra-
tion” in the effort to place “America 
First.” After the amendment was de-
feated and the language was removed 
from the resolution, the Assembly ap-
proved the item by a vote of 448–54.

Following an emotional presen-
tation from a father who lost his son 
to an accidental shooting two weeks 
prior to the start of GA, the commit-
tee and the Assembly approved a res-
olution calling for the PC(USA) to 
pray for a movement of the Spirit to 
engage Presbyterian congregations in 
a nationwide action to prevent gun vi-
olence.

The Assembly also approved an 
overture that calls for an immediate 
moratorium on the imposition of the 
death penalty in all jurisdictions that 
impose capital punishment and for 
the commutation of all death sentenc-
es to sentences of life imprisonment.

A resolution addressing sexual 
misconduct within the PC(USA) was 
also approved by the Assembly.

The final item of business from 
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A commissioner votes during the report of the Assembly Committee on Social Justice Issues.  
(Photo by Danny Bolin)

Assembly addresses racism, gun 
violence, capital punishment
Most recommendations from Social Justice Issues 
Committee approved
by Gail Strange
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Mound Ridge Retreat and Mission Center is a hidden gem nestled in the Missouri Ozark countryside, overlooking 
the headwaters of the upper Meramec river. We offer a peaceful place where individuals and groups alike can come 

relax, refresh, and renew their spirits while enjoying the great outdoors that has been created for us. 

Mound Ridge provides excellent hospitality with our many facilities and is a great weekend or vacation destination 
place, in all seasons.  We welcome families, day use, weddings, and groups of all kinds including mission groups.

Mound Ridge

Cook Station, MO • 573-265-3098 • www.MoundRidge.org

• Cabins
• Camping & RV Hook Ups
• Dining Hall
• Various Summer Camps

• Float trips
• Conference/Meeting spaces
• Beautiful outdoor chapel
• Zipline

• Swimming pool
• Hiking trails
• Rock climbing wall
• Fishing and much more!

Services and Recreation:

DESIGN BY JUSTESS VIEHMAN

Come. Explore. Experience the the beauty!

ST. LOUIS — After Thursday 
morning’s worship service opened to 
the melodious voices of Cote Bril-
liante Presbyterian Church Community 
Men’s Chorus, the morning’s preacher, 
the Rev. Floretta Barbee-Watkins, the 
pastor of Seigle Avenue Presbyterian 
Church in Charlotte, N.C., followed up 
with a biscuit story.

As a child, when Barbee-Watkins 
asked her mother to make her some 
biscuits — the homemade kind — her 
mom would say that she didn’t have the 
time, then add that she would in fact al-
ways serve the canned kind.

Years later, Barbee-Watkins found 
out why. It seems that mom had tried to 

make biscuits from scratch one time — 
and her dad had commented that they 
looked like Humphrey Bogart’s jaws.

Barbee-Watkins wondered why 
those biscuits had turned out so big. 
The answer wasn’t so simple. Too 
much flour? Not enough yeast? Oven 
too hot? Dough too cold? Not enough 
flour? Too much yeast? 

Barbee-Watkins shared this story 
at the outset of her sermon, titled “The 
Radical Difference.” She spoke to the 
commissioners at the 223rd General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) Thursday morning. 

“I want you to consider our own 
journey as siblings in Christ, as we 

Thursday worship speaker urges PC(USA) to ‘make good biscuits’
Commends church stands on racism, poverty, gun control
by Gail Strange

The Rev. Floretta Barbee-Watkins delivers sermon “The Radical Difference” during Thursday’s 
worship service. (Photo by Danny Bolin)

wrestle with our faith, our failures and 
how we desire to live so that God can 
use us,” she said.

Drawing on the biblical parables of 
the Mustard Seed and the Yeast, Bar-
bee-Watkins opened with her text, Luke 
13: 18-21.

“So, we enter this text with an  
understanding that Jesus is on his way 
to Jerusalem,” she said. “We also un-
derstand the context of this chapter as 
the writer shares without reserve the 
Jewish-ness of Jesus. His ancestery.
com wasn’t necessary.”

Barbee-Watkins said the writer of 
Luke’s Gospel takes pains to help us to 
see that the struggle is real and demon-
strates that God led the church the way 
it went, despite some turbulence.”

“This Kin-dom of God is an escha-
tological reality, but it is not actuality,” 
she continued. “We live into hope, with 
an assurance of God’s providential 
presence in our passivity and our pas-
sion. We have become tired Christians, 
and ministry has become a matter of 
routine. Not only are we tired, we are 
burned, spurned and repulsed by the ac-
tions of the empire and church leaders.” 

“We don’t want to make fresh bis-
cuits, let me just open up a can and call 
it a new, or enough,” Barbee-Watkins 

added. “We’ll put a fancy wrapper on 
it, rather than the sacred and loving way 
of kneading the dough with the right 
amount of each ingredient to create sus-
tainable, vital, radical new ways of be-
ing the church bathed in the butter and 
willingness to follow the radical path of 
Jesus Christ.” 

Barbee-Watkins said the church has 
made some bad biscuits through partic-
ipation in cruelty toward Native Sib-
lings through “doctrine of discovery.”

“Thanks be to God, we repudiated 
that last night,” she said.  “And when 
the denomination voted on an amend-
ment to the PC(USA) constitution 
that disqualified individuals identify-
ing as LGBTQI … we made some bad 
biscuits.”

“Beloved, the PC(USA) has made 
some amazing biscuits as evidenced 
through policies on racism, gender bias, 
poverty, gun control . . .,” Barbee-Wat-
kins said. “We know how to make good 
succulent, kin-dom biscuits.” 

“And so I think that there are three 
radical differences that we as PC(USA) 
siblings are called to do. It’s time to 
make some biscuits, but first we must 
make the biscuits of radical confession, 
radical repentance, and radical recon-
ciliation the order of the day.”


