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Highlands Summer Camp 2018 “This Changes Everything!” 

 Summer Camp Facts and Figures: 

o 179 Summer Campers 

o Campers came from: 

   12 Congregations in the Presbytery of Plains and Peaks  

   15 Congregations in Denver Presbytery 

o Through your generosity, Highlands provided $5255.00 in scholarships for campers. 

o Congregations provided over $14,000 in scholarships for campers. 

o 1 Mission Work Camp 

o 17 Partnership Day Camps 

o Partnership Day Camps reached 459 children and youth. 

o Tiered Pricing: 

53% of Campers pay Tier 1 rates (a rate subsidized by your donations) 

12% of Campers pay Tier 2 rates (these rates are partially-subsidized by your donations) 

35% of Campers pay Tier 3 rates (which most closely represent the truce cost of camp) 

 

We are grateful to the following volunteers for helping out with summer camp! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Importance of What We Do . . . Each summer there are moments that shape the summer and 

define our ministry.  Each summer there are moments that remind me of the importance of what we do 

. . . and why we do this.  Let me share the stories of two young ladies who were at Middle School Camp 

this summer. 
 

At lunch one afternoon, the volunteer director came to me and said that following the labyrinth walking 

experience, most of the girls in Middle School Camp had broken down in tears and shared some very 

hard stories of what was going on in their lives.  She said to me “I’m in over my head.” 
 

We agreed that I would come to the girls’ cabin during FOB and we would have a conversation with the 

girls about the experience.  She shared with me some of the things that were going on in these girls lives. 
 

I arrived with a bag a candy, and we began to talk.  We talked about the experience and moved into a 

conversation about who were the “safe people” in our lives that we could turn to if things were difficult 

and overwhelming.  These girls shared some pretty tough stuff; and also shared what an important 

place Highlands is to them.  Following this, I invited the girls to tell me their “Highlands Story” and I 

would video tape it.  This led to one taped story, and two very deep and important conversations.   

Lynn Dillow Cindy Moorman Geoff Noble 

Pam Hastings Marty Jewell Joseph Moore 

Meredith Seidel Mark Hutton Bill McNeill 

Emma Moore Ashley Safford Peggy Marshall 

Erice Shepard Susan Bailey Brittany Bailey 

Carol Moos Mark Sears Michael Winters 

Annely Nobel Buddy Jones  



 

One young lady had been making the first attempts at cutting herself at home before she came to camp.  

When we talked she told me that her best friend had made her promise not to kill herself.  She admitted 

that she has thought about killing herself.  This beautiful young lady had so much pain in her life, that 

cutting seemed to her to be a helpful solution.  Ultimately, I worked with Danny to make a child 

protection report in her home county.  I also talked with her pastor and her grandmother.  I also had 

continuing conversations with this young lady.  I believe that she is safer now that her secret is in the 

open, and she has the beginning of some resources to support her and her family, and folks who will 

check on her.  I will check on her later this year, and hold her in my prayers.  I invite you to hold her 

and other young folks in your prayers.  The world is a tough place for many of them! 
 

A second young lady confessed that she thought perhaps she “liked girls”.  This young lady went 

through the beginning of the week with her hair covering her face . . . hiding.  Throughout our 

conversation, she hid her face.  When I said to her “Do you know that you are fearfully and 

wonderfully made and that Jesus loves you more than you can imagine?” she laughed.  She was so 

startled by my response to what she so fearfully told me that it caused her to laugh and then she said “Is 

that really what you are going to tell me?”  “Yep, that’s what I’m going to tell you.”  We talked for a 

long time. She asked many questions . . . some of which I could hardly answer.  But I could assure her 

of God’s love . . . and that was what she really needed to know.  She even brushed her hair out of the 

way at one point, and let me see her beautiful face. 
 

Highlands is a safe place.  Highlands is place where children and youth and families can explore 

hard things, ask hard questions and be assured of God unwavering love.  Summer can be 

overwhelmingly busy and complicated  . . . full of inspections and paperwork and expectations. But 

these two conversations changed everything for me.  I believe these young ladies are changed and loved 

and safer because of their time here . . . and that makes everything else worth it.  God’s Grace Changes 

Everything!   
 

 

We LOVE Partnership Day Camp!   

Our staff love coming to your congregation, reaching out (with you) to your community, and sharing the 

Good News that “God’s Grace Changes Everything!” We are so grateful for the amazing hospitality 

shown to our teams!  Delicious food, comfy beds and special events shaped their weeks as they 

partnered with you!  Thank you! 
 

This summer we partnered with 16 congregations and provided materials and training for Weldon 

Valley Presbyterian Church who then moved ahead with a program on their own.  It was a great 

Summer.  These congregations reached out to over 459 children and youth!  Large or small . . . 

Partnership Day Camp shares the gospel in your community! 
 

o Week 1 

 LaPorte Presbyterian Church: 6 

 Strasburg Presbyterian Church: 33 

o Week 2 

 Rankin Presbyterian Church, Brush: 28 

 Church of the Eternal Hills, Tabernash: 12 

o Week 3 

 Central Presbyterian Church, Longmont: 15 

 First Presbyterian Church, Berthoud: 35 



o Week 4:  

 Iglesia Presbiteriana de Valverde, Denver: 45 

 First Presbyterian Church, Aurora:12 

o Week 5: 

 First Presbyterian Church, Gordon: 30 

 St. Paul Presbyterian Church, Aurora: 18 

o Week 6:  

 First Presbyterian Church, Yuma: 25 

 Wheat Ridge Presbyterian Church: 11 

o Week 7: 

 Nederland Community Presbyterian Church: 11 

 Light Memorial Presbyterian Church, Sidney, NE: 21 

o Week 8: 

 First Presbyterian Church, Brighton: 103 expected 

 First Presbyterian Church, Kimball, NE: 30 expected 

 

Applications for 2019 Partnership Day Camps will be available in October! 

We will send applications to congregations and post them on our website. 

 

 

So Many Ways to Support the Ministry of Highlands!  A Financial Update . . . 
 

Finances at Highlands involve seasonal fluctuations of generated income and reflect donor 

interests in particular needs and projects.   For the first third of our year (January to Memorial Day) 

our guest usage was below budget.  Staff has done an excellent job of limiting spending to match this 

reduced and seasonal income.  Our projections for guest groups from Memorial Day through the end of 

the year are on budget, and still have some opportunity to grow.  
 

Do you know a group looking for retreat and meeting locations? We’d love to host your non-profit 

organization at Highlands!   
 

Our Summer Holiday special generated over $15,000 in new business . . . and you could still join 

us for Labor Day Weekend at our lowest rate of the summer!  We will be offering activities on 

Saturday and Sunday for those who come to spend the last holiday of the summer with us! 
 

Do you know someone looking for a family reunion location for 2019? We are now booking our 

2019 Summer Dates . . .and Highlands is a great place for your family reunion! 
 

Donors have provided over $16,000 towards our $22,000 Matching Grant, and there is still time 

for you to give and help reduce our debt and interest payments!  Our Annual Minimum Principal 

Reduction payment is due in January, and this matching gift reflects only a portion of this $116,000 

payment. We are grateful for your support for debt reduction! Funds raised from the 2018 Christmas 

Auction on Saturday, December 1st, will be used to meet this payment.  Are you an artist?  We’d love to 

have your work to add to our auction and support our ministry! 
 

Our Go Fund Me campaign “Let’s Build a Boat Shed” generated more gifts from individuals 

directly to Highlands, and this campaign is now fully met and exceeded!  We raised well over $3800 

and this fall we will be building a boat shed for canoe storage at the pond!  We are delighted that 



moving canoes will not be on the list for our Fall Work Day on September 15th!  We hope you’ll come 

help anyway!! 

 

 

Financial Support Also Includes Gifts of a Life-time! 
In November 2017, Rev. Jane Hays passed away.  Jane and Bill Hays have been long and generous 

supporters of Highlands.  We now know that Jane made provision for Highlands in three separate trusts.  

These trusts will be disbursed over time as the estate is settled.  One trust may not settle for many years.  

The Highlands Committee has been hard at work planning for the wise use of these gifts, in ways that 

help us to support our Vision and Strategic Plan. Recently they adopted this plan for gifts from the 

Estate of Jane Hays: 
 

 Use 50% of this gift for the elimination of debt; as part of a Capital Campaign to eliminate our 

debt by our 75th anniversary in 2021.  These funds may be used as direct debt reduction and/or 

matching grants.  Our intention as wise stewards is to invite our partner presbyteries, 

congregations and individual donors to join us in eliminating our debt, by multiplying this gift. 
 

 An expression of Joy:  Use 10% of the funds received from the Estate of Jane Hays to meet 

immediate needs at Highlands.  This may include equipment, salaries, unmet budget items, etc.  

The staff of Highlands will work with each sub-committee to make recommendations for 

expenditures as an expression of our joy and gratitude for this gift. 
 

 Establish a Program Fund to nurture existing programs, such as Partnership Day Camp and 

residential Summer Camp; and to develop new programs using 12% of this gift. The principal 

and income from the Program Fund may be used for salaries, honorariums, materials, equipment 

or other needs to enhance existing programs and develop new programs for all ages.  The 

Program Sub-Committee shall make recommendations to the Highlands Committee for the use 

of these funds. The Highlands Committee shall determine and direct the use of this Fund in 

accordance with this paragraph. 
 

 Establish a Maintenance Reserve Fund using 28% of this gift.  The principal and income from 

the Maintenance Reserve Fund shall be used for capital maintenance and improvements at 

Highlands. Expenses related to routine maintenance are included in Highland’s annual budget 

and are not intended to be the subject of this Fund.  The Maintenance Reserve Fund shall be used 

for major repair and/or capital improvements.  The Operations Sub-Committee shall make 

recommendations to the Highlands Committee for the use of these funds.  The Highlands 

Committee shall determine and direct the use of this Fund in accordance with this paragraph. 
 

We believe that this plan will enable us to meet these steps in Strategic Plan: 
 

Nurture the renewal and transformation for all. To continue this work and to create new 

opportunities for renewal and transformation, Jesus calls us now to: 
 

 Nurture young adults in ministry and leadership development by the development of skills, 

providing ministry leadership opportunities and developing a young adult internship program. 

 Continue to enlarge the Day Camp ministry to a total of 16 churches in order to reach children with 

the Gospel in local community and congregational settings. 

 Continue to develop new opportunities for youth and adult retreats that serve the needs of area 

congregations. 



Provide open and restorative hospitality for each. To continue this work and to offer hospitality in 

new times, Jesus calls us now to: 

 

 Revise and redesign the Highlands website, including a virtual tour. 

 Develop strategies to increase midweek business 

 Evaluate all staff housing on a regular basis.  Recommend needed renovations. 
 

Serve the needs of presbyteries, congregations and all God’s children of all ages.  To continue this 

work and to serve the whole church in new ways and times, Jesus calls us now to: 

 

 Continue to collaborate with the Presbytery of Plains and Peaks and the Presbytery of Denver, 

the Omaha Presbyterian Seminary Foundation, the Synod of the Rocky Mountains and new 

partners to bring high quality educational and retreat opportunities to Highlands. 
 

Develop appreciation and care for God’s creation.  To continue this work and to enlarge the ways we 

care for creation, Jesus calls us now to: 
 

 Enhance and maintain the facilities and operations of Highlands to support the program and 

ministry at Highlands. 
 

Live as servants of Christ, who are grateful for the past, faithful in the present and hopeful for the 

future.  To continue this work and to work hopefully for the future, Jesus calls us now to: 
 

 Review the master plan and make recommendations for changes and implementation. 

 Plan for ways to eliminate the debt by 2021 (the 75th Anniversary) 
 

 

Things you won’t want to miss . . .  
 

 

Fall Work Day: September 15th  

9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. + 
This is a great opportunity for families, youth groups and others who love to help out! 

R.S.V. P. to info@highlandscamp.org   

+ We will wrap up the day with lunch at 1:00 p.m. and we would love to have you join us! 

 

 

 

Fall Arts Camp  

October 19-21, 2018 
An Art Experience for Adults! 

Come and explore Fused Glass, Precious Metal Clay and Embossed Metal Art 

You’ll also have studio time for additional projects! 

Registration for this weekend is already 50% filled.  

If you want to be a part of this weekend filled with creative art, faith and friends sign up now! 

Register online at www.highlandscamp.org 
 

 

mailto:info@highlandscamp.org


The Presbytery of Denver with the Presbytery of Plains and Peaks 

& the Omaha Theological Foundation Invite you . . .  

“Opening Doors . . . Traveling Together-In Love” 

November 9-10, 2018 
 

Keynote Presentations by Dr. Jana Childers  

The Rev. Dr. Jana L. Childers, Dean of the Seminary and Vice-President of Academic Affairs is also Professor of Homiletics 

and Speech-Communication at San Francisco Theological Seminary. She is a Presbyterian minister who served 

congregations in Kansas and New Jersey before joining the seminary faculty. Interests in the arts, spirituality and worship 

supplement Jana’s “central and great love” – preaching. She is the author and editor of a number of books and articles on 

preaching including Performing the Word: Preaching as Theatre and the award winning, Birthing the Sermon: Women 

Preachers and Creative Process. 

Pastors, elders and church leaders are invited to this overnight event. 

Congregations are encouraged to send their Worship Committees! 

Cost $90.00 

 

 
 

 

Mark Your Calendar and Save the Date! 

Annual Highlands Christmas Party & Auction 
Saturday, December 1st 

1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 

We welcome donations from artists and craft folk.  

Your creativity will support the ministry of Highlands 
 

 

 

 

Looking ahead. . .Events for Youth! 

Highlands Middler Retreat (Grades 5-8) 

March 1-3, 2019 

Join us for a winter weekend of fun in the mountains! 

Details to come! 
 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Maria Shupe, Executive Director 


