
MISSIONAL INCARNATIONAL PRACTICES OF NORTHWEST DENVER MISSION 
COMMUNITY 
 
So what we want is to discern and discover what God is up to as our central, primary task.  This 
happens in many ways within our community.  We agree on practices that help us enter the 
neighborhood.  Then together in worship and leadership we share our discoveries, which leads 
to the ongoing discernment of how God is inviting us and calling us here in this place.   
 
So first what are the practices?  
 
Being Sent-being Sent is an essential element of being a follower of Jesus.  Jesus sends his 
disciples.  Jesus himself was sent.  Jesus sends us the church to carry on his mission of healing 
and reconciliation of the world.  We can practice this by taking time to journal or contemplate 
how it is God may be sending us in the neighborhood, as we work, play and go to school.   At 
the end of each gathering after we have shared how God may be sending us, we always send 
each other back into the ordinary, everyday of our neighborhood and communities where we 
live.  Its being intentional about being sent.  It's about creating a culture of being sent and 
seeing ourselves not just as a people who come together for worship, but that all life is worship, 
and all life is mission.  The two can never be separated and we must regain a full sense of our 
identity as those first called to join Jesus on mission and because of that will worship and then 
be sent back out in mission.  It is loving God and loving neighbor. 
 
Being Like Smitty-Now this one is tough to get at first if you actually do not know Smitty.  But 
Smitty is my father in law.  He is a bit of an introvert, in that when in a group he goes very quiet. 
 In fact, as a boy growing up he didn't speak until he was 17!  But when he lives in a 
neighborhood, he makes it his business to introduce and meet his neighbors.  I have seen him 
stare down a man three doors down as he took out his trash.  He hoped to make eye contact so 
he could wave and go introduce himself.  We once were asked in a conference to share around 
the table the names of three neighbors and something about them because we had been invited 
into their home.  Most folks were stumped.  Smitty was not there but if he had been he would 
not have been stumped.  When I was living with him after Juli and I just got married, just being 
with him, took me into the homes of all our neighbors.  How does he do it?  He simply waves 
and starts a conversation and he repeats.  I remember seeing the young couple who had just 
moved in behind us across the alley.  I tried making eye contact but without any success.  So 
finally I saw they were out there in their backyard.  I walked over, put my head over the fence 
and said, “hey neighbors.”  We are now a regular part of each other’s lives.  Just last week Juli 
hosted a neighborhood baby shower for her, and as I write is headed to her house for a cup of 
tea.  It's a commitment to be intentional and courageous to get to know your neighbor.  We 
believe introverts and extroverts can do this. 
 
Accepting Invitations-We like to say we accept all invitations that are safe, appropriate and 
within reason.  People are busy, but we also do not believe we are so busy we cannot accept an 
invitation when appropriate.  This does not mean there are times we just have too much going 
on and kindly say no and look for a different or more convenient time.  But the invitation brings 
us to common ground and to a place where we must receive hospitality and that is a place of 
vulnerability.  For a neighbor to invite us into their homes, into their circle of family and friends, 
is an intimate honor and privilege.  It conveys a level of trust and care in us that we want to 
honor in return.  So we want to accept that as it is and simply receive.  Here at their table, in 
their lives, amongst their friends we find a new horizon to seek what is God up to?  And usually 
accepting invitations expand our circle of neighbors and friends.   



 
Being Interruptible-No way.  I am too busy to be interrupted.  Scripture points out several 
places where the interruption is the thing that leads to God showing up.  For example I was 
working on a project for the business. A neighbor called and needed help picking up a felled 
walnut tree for a project he had going. I said yes, and when he asked when I could be available, 
I said how about now.  A bit surprised, but thrilled, he said, sure and let's go get tacos 
afterwards my treat to say thank you.  I said that sounds great.  So there we are eating tacos 
after lifting that log into my van.  There at the table eating taco, I discover his mom had just died. 
My dad had died not six months ago.  We shared our grief and there was healing.  That really 
began for us a wonderful friendship that continues today and continues to grow more deeply. 
 This friend also came to ask me if I could help him, rediscover and live his faith in Jesus.  It is 
just a great way to think about entering people’s lives and surrendering a bit of ours and the 
control we like to keep over ours.   
 
Extending the Table-(or eating with others) This one is a bit deeper and the theology will need 
to be flushed out more, but simply said, we find life at the table.  We also say we find and 
remember our true story at the table, where we are healed, forgiven and sent.  Now as we go 
into the everyday and ordinary, we meet folks for whom the table will not mean the same to 
them as it does us.  But that is okay.  We are learning to see any table we join with our friends 
and neighbors as an extension of Christ’s table.  One day we will all join at it, and for now tables 
become that place.  Can we share the table somehow, whether over a beer, or coffee or meal, 
in our house out and about with someone who is not part of our church each week?  And can 
this table fellowship be a present taste of the Kingdom come near and the foretaste of the 
coming Kingdom?  In the Jewish tradition I have heard, that all tables are an altar.  It can be a 
sacred space if we open ourselves to what God may be doing. 
 

We Party- We quickly learned in our neighborhood, most people we met, were nomads and 
new to the neighborhood.  Most folks had family in other states or parts of Denver.  Because our 
neighborhood has experienced rapid change though many people we connected to the 
neighborhood more because of its proximity to downtown, restaurants, bars, shops, and I-70 for 
the mountains.  With this we found people were disconnected to one another and a larger sense 
of community.  We also found, folks here were living like many other places a consumer, 
American dream sort of existence.  By this we meant, they were working, taking kids here and 
there.  They were busy playing throughout Colorado.  None of this is wrong, its just that we 
experienced what happens is people tend to draw inward into their life and family.  So we 
decided we would host parties in our house.  If anyone has reason to celebrate it should be 
people who know the good news of God, revealed in Jesus and fueled by the Spirit.   So we 
started having parties.  Our favorite style is to invite folks to bring something to grill or to share 
on the table sort of pot luck style and perhaps bring their adult beverages.  We turn the grill on, 
open up our dining room table and fill the cooler with ice.  People come and love connecting 
with one another, meeting new people and meeting new neighbors.  It really builds community 
with neighbors and builds trust with them.  You never know what it will lead to in the future.  I 
have heard many stories how parties led to deeper levels of communities and more formal 
Christian gatherings.   
 
 
 



Prayer for others-This one is simple.  Pray for folks as you meet them.  Lift them before God, 
wondering what God may be up to in their lives and if there may be a way God is inviting you to 
join in.    
 
These practices help us enter into people’s lives.  They are not good ideas for us, but ways that 
work at being incarnational.  They force us outward.  They keep us sharp as cross cultural 
missionaries.  We never want them to become legalistic.  But they are guidelines that help us 
carry out the mission and living the incarnation, mission shaped lifestyle we feel called to live as 
folks trying to follow Jesus.  We don’t think any of them are outside of the way of Jesus when he 
lived and walked amongst us on Earth.  But in each of them, we can always be conscious of the 
question,” God what are you up to here with this person and in this neighborhood.”  The 
practices bring us to that place of discovery where in relationship with the other we can listen 
and discern.  So when we come together as a community, and ask “Where have you seen, 
heard or tasted God at work this week” we can as a community share and listen to each other's 
stories and on a communal level discuss and explore where God is at work and where God may 
be inviting and calling us to join.   
 
Joel Adams 
 


