
 

Retreat Comments from Participants 
“These have been well-done events (I think I've attended three). Thanks 
for inviting Plains and Peaks Presbytery.” 
“Corey was best person yet in this series. Keep this up.” 
“The main value was from meeting new people and reinforcing existing 
contacts. The overall organization of the event was excellent.” 
 
The Theme 
Corey Schlosser-Hall returned to Colorado for a second Leadership 
event, our annual fall retreat.  He guided participants in exploring new 
meanings of the idiom “Playing by Heart.”  
 
Corey began by walking us through the role of the heart in scripture.  
Cognitive skills got us “here”, but cognitive skills alone won’t get us 
“there”; to where we are going.  Scripture references reminded us that 
taking courage vs. being discouraged or opened hearted vs. closed 
hearted leave people positioned to sense where God is calling us.  We 
often think from our head down but he encouraged us to think from 
our heart out. 
 
Heart of the Matter: Whole-Hearted Spirituality 
Being leaders for the duration requires strong spiritual discipline.  
While we might compile a list of spiritual disciplines that include prayer, 
fasting, worship, music, and reading scripture, we should expand that 
list to include other activities Jesus modeled for us.  Exercise, sleep, 
friendships, and play should be built into our daily routine.  Long 
periods of concentration deplete us, but these forms of spiritual 
discipline provide renewal and give us positive energy for our work. 
 
Take Heart: Leadership 
In Acts 11:1-18, Peter expresses whole-hearted leadership.  Prior to 
reaching this level of leadership he experienced many failures.  Failures 
can provide knowledge, vulnerability, and courage.  Don’t overlook 
leaders who have experienced mistakes; consider them qualified for 
leadership.  One of the hallmarks of Christianity is that we are 
communal and through our support of one another we provide each 
other with courage.  As leaders we need to come from a place of 
positive motivation fueled by hope and instill this in others.  We aren’t 
required to do what we’ve always done with a more streamlined 
approach or by applying more intellect; we need to be willing to follow 
Jesus in a whole-hearted way and see where it leads. 
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Matters of the Heart: Stewardship 
Where your treasure is, so is your heart.  Four key motivators to giving 
money to the church are: 

Giving to give – as a part of our spiritual growth and growing 
in Christ, because God provided for us 

Belief in the mission of the church – want to be a part of that; 
fueling the mission 

Great deal of trust in the leadership – ties to how you are 
engaging the mission of the congregation 

Fiduciary responsibility – believe it is present 
As leaders, our relationship with money impacts how we lead with 
money matters.  Corey suggested we consider Henry Nouwen’s The 
Spirituality of Fund Raising, and lifted the following key concepts.  
"Fundraising is proclaiming what we believe in such a way that we offer 
other people an opportunity to participate with us in our vision and 
mission." Also, "we are inviting you to invest yourself through the 
resources that God has given you – your energy, your prayers and 
your money – in this work to which God has called us."  Corey 
emphasized we should not withhold from our congregations the 
opportunity to participate in what God is doing through us. 
 

Worship 
The retreat included teaching and fellowship together with breaking 
bread and prayer. Worship was woven throughout the gathering. 
Music was led by Tegan Palmer and pianist Diane Gallagher. Various 
retreat participants led our worship. 
 
Participants 
A total of 54 people participated in the retreat, representing churches 
from Plains and Peaks and Denver Presbyteries. Teaching elder 
participants were active, retired, pastoring a congregation, serving 
Denver Presbytery, or engaged in fellowships. Ruling elder participants 
were those currently serving on a session, and or serving on a 
Presbytery work group, Council or committee, or General Assembly 
entities. Commissioned Ruling Elders, candidates and congregational 
leaders were also present and engaged in the retreat.  
 
Partnership 
The Leadership Work Group of the Presbytery of Denver thanks our 
partners, the Omaha Presbyterian Seminary Foundation, the Synod of 
the Rocky Mountains, and Highlands Presbyterian Camp and Retreat 
Center. Without their support this event would not have been possible. 
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