
 

 

 

 

 

Denver Presbytery 

Contact a member of the 
Short Term Service 
Committee, receive an 
application, submit it, and 
have an interview with us!  
Any of us would be happy to 
speak with you and answer 
any questions you might 
have.  
 
Frances McWilliams, Chair 
970-547-0989 
patrickfrances@msn.com 
 
Parker Smith  
720-979-1158 
smithsparker@comcast.net 
 
Susan Graham  
303-335-8119 
suz.d.graham@gmail.com 

Re-Imagining Short Term Service in Zimbabwe 

To apply: 
The wonderful news now is that nearly every church in the Presbytery 
of Zimbabwe has a pastor!  When our Partnership began there were 
many pastoral openings in their churches.  The Short Term Service 
Program was developed to help fill those vacancies, as well as give 
Denver Presbytery ministers the opportunity to live and serve in 
Zimbabwe. 

As a result, Short Term Service is changing.  The Partnership is now 
encouraging lay people to apply.  Pastors and lay people who travel to 
Zimbabwe will now be spending their time building relationships: pastor 
to pastor, pastor to lay person, lay person to lay person.  We will be 
sharing, learning, preaching, teaching, growing together, building 
bridges, and complementing one another as colleagues in ministry. 

Please give this opportunity thought and prayer and see if you are being 
led into sharing in ministry with a Zimbabwe minister. 
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As the Presbytery of Zimbabwe Denver Presbytery Partnership (PZDP) has developed over 
the years, needs and personnel in both Presbyteries have changed.  The Presbytery of 
Zimbabwe has identified five qualities of ministry which will characterize the service of 
future participants:  

1. It should be relational.  The two ministers (or a minister and an evangelist) will be
working, and perhaps even living together during the service period.  The Denver
Presbytery Minister comes to serve WITH the Presbytery of Zimbabwe minister so
that together they can achieve the goals of the ministry in that context.

2. It should be characterized by good communication.  Both must be open and willing
to speak regularly to co-ordinate their efforts.

3. The two ministers should complement each other.  They need not be the same, and
can be quite different.  Their gifts should complement each other and enhance one
another’s ministry, and both should be open to learning from the other.

4. It should involve mutual service.  Service will be two way: the Denver Presbytery
minister comes to serve and the Presbytery of Zimbabwe minister and congregation
serves the Denver Presbytery minister.

5. It requires understanding the context. It is a priority to be aware of potential
situations which could spoil the relationship between: a) the two ministers; b) the
Denver Presbytery minister and the congregation; c) the Presbytery of Zimbabwe
minister and the congregation; d) the partnership.

Characteristics of Short Term Service 

 The Presbytery of Zimbabwe is enthusiastic about having church members participate in this 
program.  They have identified the following skill sets that would be very useful for their 
context: health education; entrepreneurship; project management; financial management; 
leadership at different generational levels; conflict resolution and peace-building; stress 
management; spiritual direction for individual ministers; group retreats for ministers; 
children’s and youth ministry; music  ministry and instrumental teaching; farming and 
agriculture; information technology education; and research.  This is not meant to be an 
exhaustive list; and there is openness to a variety of other skills that church members from 
Denver Presbytery might bring. 

“Serving as a short term volunteer alongside a pastor in Zimbabwe has enriched my life beyond 
measure and allowed me to extend my ministry into retirement.  I have established relationships 
that are deep and eternal.  Seeing joy in the face of tremendous hardship has been inspiring.  I have 
received far more than I have been able to give.” –Parker Smith 

“Our Zimbabwean brothers and sisters have invited me into their homes and into wholehearted 
relationships with them.  My faith has been deepened and expanded through these relationships, 
and from the opportunity to experience life from their perspective.” –Julia Henderson 

“We fell in love with the people!  They do so much with so little.”—Frances & Patrick McWilliams 

"When we dwell with brothers and sisters for a longer period of time, working side by side with 
them in God’s ministry, our heart expands because we are living the story of faith with them from 
the inside out, rather than viewing it from the outside in. This is real partnership! This opportunity 
allows us to truly sit in the pews with the beloved of Zimbabwe and get our hands dirty in the fields 
or wet from the buckets at the boreholes. Come journey as family with our Presbyterian community 
in Zimbabwe! "— Gretchen Hope Wilson 

Past Participants say: 

For Church Members who are interested 
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