
The Untamed Mind of Christ is an experiential introduction to our four day nature-
based  immersion designed to help Christian leaders encounter, explore, live and 
lead from our innate human wholeness. Discover treasure hidden in the field of 
your own wild soul - the unique image of God - inviting you to greater service in 
the world.

“The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: Hear, O Israel, the Lord our 
God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with your whole heart and with your 
whole soul and with your whole mind and with your whole strength.’ The second is 
this: ‘Love your neighbor as your self.’ There is no commandment greater than 
these.” - Mark 12:28-31 

Be whole, therefore, as your heavenly Father is whole. - Jesus, Matthew 5:48 

The prophets and mystics in the Bible, especially Jesus, encountered their 
wholeness, their depth in relationship to the wilds of the earth. These prophetic 
visionaries discovered their calling in sacred Conversation with the Creation (Ex 
3; Mt 4). As “deep calls out to deep,” so the wilds of outer nature mirror our own 
inner nature. Our own wild nature has been created with astonishing resources, 
unrealized gifts and depths that most of us might not know exist until we discover 
how to listen, cultivate, and integrate them into our daily lives.

“The new holiness into which we are being invited is the holiness of wholeness, of 
coming back into relationship with the earth and what is deepest in the human 
soul… to have split holiness from wholeness is the neurosis at the heart of much of 
our religiosity.” - John Phillip Newell, A New Harmony 

You are invited to experience the indigenous wisdom of wild nature and discover 
the deep Incarnation of Christ in the Gospels in conversation with author Bill 
Plotkin’s book, Wild Mind: A Field Guide to the Human Psyche. This 2 day 
introduction will explore the resources of our human psyches in wild conversation 
with both Scripture and the surrounding landscape. Through self-designed 
ceremony, solo invitations to wander the land, creative expression, and group 
work, journaling, and council you will discover unique expressions of the story 
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and pattern of Christ within your own life within a safe and authentic community 
of fellow pilgrims. Renew your vision and compassion for deeper service to a 
world desperately longing for the authentic and transformative contributions of 
visionary leaders, sacred priests, and social prophets of the cultural renaissance 
happening in our time. 

“Christ remembers the dance of the universe and the harmony that is deep within 
all things. He is the memory also of who we are. He shows us not a foreign truth 
but a truth that is hidden in the depths of the human soul. He comes to wake us 
up, to call us back to ourselves and to the relationship that is deep within all things. 
The emphasis is not on becoming something other than ourselves but on becoming 
truly ourselves. Christ discloses to us the sacred root of our being and all being. 
This has enormous implications for how we view ourselves and one another and 
how we approach the deepest energies within us and within all things.” - John 
Phillip Newell, Christ of the Celts 

PROGRAM INFORMATION:
• May 19th-21st, 2016. Intensive starts 6 pm Thursday and ends 2 pm Saturday.
• Highlands Presbyterian Camp: 1306 Business Hwy 7, POB 66, Allenspark, CO 

80510
• Cost: $299 - Includes guide fees, lodging & meals for two days, two nights.
• Limited Space Available!
• Registration:
• For more information call: 303-319-9464

Brian Stafford, MD, MPH
Brian Stafford is a Wilderness Guide for Eco-Psyche-Artistry, 
Wilderness Is Medicine, and Animas Valley Institute. Formerly, he was a 
youth pastor, pediatrician, adult, adolescent, and child psychiatrist. He is 
a graduate of Wheaton College.

Rev. Matthew Syrdal
Matt Syrdal is an Associate Pastor of Spiritual Formation at Grace 
Presbyterian Church, a poet, artist, designer and a lover of wild places. 
He is a graduate of University of Washington. Matt has studied ancient 
Christian rites of initiation, psychology and spirituality, and is training to 
be a nature-based human development guide. Matt feels a deep 
urgency and call to re-wild the Church through nature-based practices 
of wholeness and soul encounter on the wild margins of world, life and 
faith. 


